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Turning the Corner into Candidacy —
Reflections From The Inquirers

Like the many followers of Francis of Assisi who were from different backgrounds and from all
over Italy; the Inquirers come from parishes all over Albuquerque, and bring to the St. Anthony
Fraternity different backgrounds, knowledge, skills, and experiences. During this Inquiry
Phase, they have become acquainted with the life of Francis, the life of the Fraternity, and with
the Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order. They have requested admission to the Order. On
pages 2 and 3 are some of their thoughts on this part of their journey together.
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“ My calling as I have attended the Fraternity Gatherings, is when we get together in

prayer, and the ongoing formation that we do as we learn more about St. Francis.”

Geri Salazar

As you attend Fraternity Gatherings, what is one thing you have experienced that

affirms your calling to live Gospel life in Fraternity?

“During Fraternity Gatherings I feel the affirmation of putting into practice the teachings of

St. Francis. ... family community offers encouragement, does not judge me, but rather inspires
me to see Christ in every person I meet. I like being among my brothers and sisters in Christ,

learning to serve others ...”

How have you changed—been transformed?

“...I am hopeful that my Franciscan journey is
Authentic and faithful to His teachings of living
the Gospel life.” Reina Romero

“... by seeing that I really do not need lots of
things. Less is more.”  Geri Salazar

“I definitely have a deeper prayer life. I have

learned what is important in life and to let all
the noise of the world around me roll off my

“Yes, by slowing down and not being as

. distracted, especially during prayers.”

Martha Ramirez

“I am becoming so much more aware of how I
can bring the Gospel to life in my daily living.”
Lisa Trujillo

“Starting to incorporate Liturgy of the Hours
on a daily basis.”

Lisa Barczak

Reina Romero

]
Ann Sims .
]

“ Our group has developed trust with one
another and the personal sharing we do helps
us realize we are not alone in facing life’s
challenges and how we can respond in a
more Franciscan manner.”

Lisa Trujilo
“...I will say that each of my fellow Inquirers
has had a unique and special life of devotion
and prayer that is inspiring and moving,
making each class a wonderful learning
experience.” Reina Romero

What have you learned from your fellow

“At each class, my sisters have shared their
unique perspectives which have deepened my
understanding of Franciscan spirituality.”

Ann Sims

“Stop and listen to their story, giving all my

attention.” Martha Ramirez




What is one thing about St. Francis that you did not
know about him and/or his spirituality?

“ 1did not know about St. Francis and prayer—that in

placing ourselves in prayer—in silence —we recognize our
desire for the Infinite that resides in our hearts that allow us to listen to ourselves and to

others.” Martha Ramirez

“Born into a wealthy family; he was a soldier and a prisoner of war before he experienced
a conversion in his early 20’s. He sold his property; gave the proceeds to the Church, and
began a life of poverty and devotion.” Geri Salazar

“Discovery about the life of St. Francis: That after several years of leading the Franciscan
brothers in this reinvigorated way of imitating the life of Christ; that his own Franciscan
order was, in some ways, taken over by other senior officials in the Church who directed
the order more than St. Francis himself did. This loss of leadership caused him
consternation, but he remained steadfast and faithful in his dedication to following the
ways of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Lisa Barczak

“St. Francis’ joy and love in all things. The depth of his love for Jesus.”

Ann Sims

“I have come to appreciate how fervently St. Francis approached his conversion. He made
an extreme 180 in his life. He was fully committed and never looked back.
Lisa Trujillo

“One thing about St. Francis I did not know was how deeply he felt his sinfulness and
never forgave himself for his sins despite all he suffered and sacrificed in order to live as
Christ lived while teaching others to do the same.” Reina Romero
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Sunday April 28 2:00 pm
Gathering

1350 Lakeview Rd. SW
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St. Anthony Fraternity Website:
franciscansalbuquerque,sfousa.org/

Edith Bohan - April 1
Carol Ann Dzienis April 16
Pat Rocco - April 18
Linda Williams - April 25
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Ernestine Sedillo
Tommie Page
Ed and Carol Ann Dzienis
Felis Armijo

Two-Month Financial Statement Feb2024 | March2024
Monthly Donors 13 11
INCOME
Regular Contributions 515.00 430.00
Endowment Interest 87.17 81.54
Exceptional Income (calendar /donations) 100.00 80.00
Subtotal for Exceptional Income 100.00 80.00
TOTAL INCOME 702.17 591.54
Transfer from Savings
TOTAL DEPOSITED (Checking Acct.) 702.17 591.54
EXPENSES
RECURRING:
Spiritual Asst. Stipend 100.00 100.00
Council Admin, Supplies 20.67
Formation Expenses 213.00
Newsletter: Supplies and Printing 14.37 14.37
(printing of brochures for recruitment ) 22.50
Newsletter Postage 141.80
Website Fee
Infirmarian Team Expenses
Apostolate: Poor Clares (Donation) 100.00 100.00
Apostolate: Franciscan Friars (Donation) 75.00 75.00
Fair Share to Regional 2050.00
Contingency Fund Transfer to Savings 50.00 50.00
Subtotal Recurring Expenses 2645.56 481.17
EXCEPTIONAL EXPENSES: (calendars)
Subtotal Exceptional Expenses 50.00
TOTAL EXPENSES 2695.56 481.17
Beginning Balance (Checking Account) 8926.41 6933.02
Ending Balance (Checking Account) 6932.02 7043.39
Contingency Fund (Available Saving Fund)
Beginning Balance 4054.44 4141.71
Transfer from Expenses 50.00 50.00
Earned Dividend 37.27 1.15
TOTAL CONTINGENCY FUND 4141.71 4192.86
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Dearest sisters and brothers in St. Francis,

As we continue to celebrate the Great Feast of Easter, let us not tire of
it. We will continue its celebration for many weeks up till the Great
Feast of Pentecost.

As we look at our lives today, most of us Franciscans are living
The “silver years” of our lives—which means we’ve upwardly spiraled
Through the renewed repetition of the Easter Event. (This is my 66th
recognition of the calling.) It is both the 66th calling and the 66th
renewal that I am #rying to apply to my Franciscan life. A time/challenge
to see anew my sisters and brothers striving to do the same thing to their
lives, and give the benefit of the doubt to sisters and brothers living their
lives towards the same.

In the Peace, Joy, and Happiness that is Easter—
—Br. Gordon, O.F. M.
—Fraternity Spiritual Assistant

Teed Uhe Hungiuy

Please bring non-perishable food to the Gathering
every month for the St. Felix Food Pantry, a
Ministry of the Felician Sisters. The St. Felix
Pantry also provides food to the people of Cuba,

Jemez, and Pena Blanca.
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March Fraternity Gathering Remembrance for Abraham Placencio, OFS.
Our brother and former minister met Sister Death on March 11, 2024
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Frances Lucero, Ann Sims, Gina Lubeck, Abraham Placencio, Miles Gloetzner,
Lisa Trujillo , Adrian Montoya, Felicie Truscio at the February 14, 2024 event for In Hora.
Abraham'’s daily work was with the homeless. His last project was the initiation of In Hora
to provide care and dignity to the dying homeless. Miles is the Executive Director of the program.
“Santa Maria, Madre de Dios, ruega por nosotros pecadores, a hora y en la hora de nuestra muerte “
from the “Hail Mary “... Pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death.” 6



Minigloy's Meggage

Peace and ALL GOOD!

Jesus Christ 1s Risen Today! Alleluia!

As we are still in the Easter season and are celebrating so many important Feasts and
Solemnities, we can rejoice every day because He is Risen! I have always loved the Christmas
and Easter seasons so much. It is hard to choose when someone asks me which one I love
more... To me, they are interconnected in so many ways. It has taken me years to realize that
fact and to recognize the source of the grace, mercy, peace and salvation that is ours through the
Incarnation, Passion, Death and Resurrection of our Savior. He came down from Heaven. He
died once. He died for all.

In our lives as Secular Franciscans, we have chosen to be witnesses of these facts. We have St.
Francis as our example. As our Seraphic Father, he shows us how to be good witnesses of these
truths. St. Francis’ love 1s depicted in countless paintings in which he 1s either holding the “Babe
of Bethlehem” or embracing Jesus’ crucified body on the cross. And, how many different

depictions of Francis receiving the wounds of Christ have we seen? We also have the example
of his words, his life, his Rule and his Order. Thanks be to God!

Yes, we have an excellent example. We follow the footsteps of Francis as he followed the
footsteps of Christ. May we walk with Francis and with Jesus to the place which has been
prepared for us from the beginning of time.

Peace to all,

Your servant minister, Isracla
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St. Anthony Fraternity

P.0O. Box 6881

Albuquerque, New Mexico
87917-6881

Our Mission Statement

We, the fraternity of St. Anthony, inspired by the vision of St. Francis, commit
ourselves to the Gospel as our Way of Life; “Going from Gospel to Life and Life to Gospel”.
We believe that we are called to be renewed continually through the celebration of the
Eucharist and go forth to rebuild the Church through our witness.

in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

We are the Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis (The Secular Order) in the United States
of America. We live our vocation in Our Lady of Guadalupe Empress of the
Americas Region. Our Franciscan Community is the St. Anthony Fraternity located




