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The Challenges of Fraternal Life
Topic of On-going Formation at Gathering

At the Gathering of February 24, 2024, the sisters
and brothers of the St. Anthony Fraternity discussed
and described the meaning of Fraternal Life as Secular
Order Franciscans. The resource was from the FUN
Manual . The conclusion of this discussion was “that
our vocation exists in the basic unit of our Fraternity.”
It is the place where we experience spiritual growth,
family love, and service to others. It is where our sis-
ters and brothers nurture our vocation and help it
grow. It is where we contribute our time and abilities
to the Fraternity by serving on the Council, commit-
tees, and performing duties to sustain the Fraternity.
As Patti Normile, SFO writes: “Any house, whether
structural or a spiritual home, must be tended in order
to thrive and survive. Our spiritual houses, families,
parishes, communities (fraternities), and nations by the
people who love them.” (The Cord: volume 48, no,
3,139)

“It’s not always peaches and cream, “ Lester Bach,
OFM, Cap. states in this handout. “We will have more
than our share of humanness. Still, we are committed
to create a climate where humanness is understood
and accepted.” His words are echoed by Mary Ann
Julian, SFO. She states that a fraternity is made up of
all kinds of people who are different, may annoy us
and “rub us the wrong way”, but theses differences
must be respected .

Regardless of our humanness or of our membership
status—active, active/excused, or active/homebound,
Fraternity is a fundamental element of living the life of
a Secular Franciscan.

John and Nancy Fishel, members of our
Fraternity, had this to say about how they
live Fraternal Life as Secular Order Francis-
cans even though they are homebound:

“ We are grateful for the
communication we have
with the Fraternity.

We appreciate
the On-Going Formation

handouts, the newsletters,
cards, and calls.”

“We stay connected through prayer. Our
spiritual growth comes from daily praying the
Liturgy of he Hours, the Rosary , and the Di-
vine Mercy Chaplet. We pray for the Frater-
nity and those in need of prayer.“

John and Nancy were professed in 2006.
Nancy stated, “We were on fire to become
Secular Order Franciscans. It was a very busy
time in our lives, but it was what we wanted. “
My great grandmother was a Secular
Order Franciscan.“

“We are happy ! Being a Secular Order
Franciscan is a way of life; and this is the way
we live our life . We trust in God’s love and
mercy , love our brothers and sisters of the
Fraternity, and are so blessed to be a part of
the Franciscan family.”
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GATHERING
Sun March 24 2:00 pm

San Jose Mission Church
2110 Los Luceros Road NW
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For providing the meal for our
Gathering

Israela Garcia, Felicie Truscio,
Adrian Montoya, Frances Lucero,
Gina Lubeck, Linda Williams,
Nancy Singh

John Fishel March 28
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Website address:

franciscansalbuquerque,sfousa.org/

Two-Month Financial Statement Jan2024 | Feb 2024
Monthly Donors 19 13
INCOME
Regular Contributions 1120.00 515.00
Endowment Interest 87.40 87.17
Exceptional Income (calendar /donations) 100.00 100.00
Subtotal for Exceptional Income 100.00 100.00
TOTAL INCOME 1307.40 702.17
Transfer from Savings
TOTAL DEPOSITED (Checking Acct.) 1307.40 702.17
EXPENSES
RECURRING:
Spiritual Asst. Stipend 100.00 100.00
Council Admin, Supplies 20.69
Formation Expenses 34.57 213.00
Newsletter: Supplies and Printing 14.37 14.37
(printing of brochures for recruitment ) 22.50
Newsletter Postage
Website Fee
Infirmarian Team Expenses
Apostolate: Poor Clares (Donation) 100.00 100.00
Apostolate: Franciscan Friars (Donation) 75.00 75.00
Fair Share to Regional 2050.00
Contingency Fund Transfer to Savings 50.00 50.00
Subtotal Recurring Expenses 373.94 2645.96
EXCEPTIONAL EXPENSES: (calendars)
Subtotal Exceptional Expenses 50.00 50.00
Beginning Balance (Checking Account)
Ending Balance (Checking Account) 7992.95 8962.41
8926.41 6230.85
Contingency Fund (Available Saving Fund)
Beginning Balance 4054.44 4141.71
Transfer from Expenses 50.00 50.00
Earned Dividend 37.27
TOTAL CONTINGENCY FUND 4141.71 4191.71




Minigloy's Meggage

Pax et Bonum

Brothers and Sisters,

As you have all probably heard by now, our dear brother Abraham has been embraced by Sister Death.
For our Fraternity, the last two days have been days filled with shock, disbelief, grief and confusion. This
was totally unexpected and amidst the roller coaster of the last couple of days, our little brother keeps
entering my mind with a smile. As you remember, he mentioned Sister Death often and with conviction.
For Abraham, death was a stark reality that he dealt with on a daily basis in his work with the homeless
population in Albuquerque. His latest project was In hora — “at the hour” — with this specific mission:
“Inhora joyfully serves persons in need who are nearing death and their families by providing them a
home, bringing CARE back in healthcare, and educating the community about the dignity of the
dying.” Abraham was a true servant of Christ and a true follower of Francis.

The last two days have also been filled with prayers, hope, stories and fraternal love. It is overwhelming
and beautiful to witness the power of God’s love and the impact of Abraham’s life in our Fraternity. |
have received words of comfort and wisdom from our Spiritual Assistant — Brother Gordon, our National
Minister — Jane and conversations with our Regional Vice Minister — Gigi. You have all shown, either
through phone calls, emails or texts what our Franciscan family is all about... it is something for which
every family strives — Unity in love for each other and for our Creator.

Even though we are not a perfect family and we all have our individual personalities and struggles, we
will continue to pray and place our complete trust in God’s mercy and love. We will continue to walk in
the footsteps of St. Francis in fraternal love. We will continue on our own Franciscan journey in
anticipation of the Easter Triduum and the Resurrection which assures us of salvation.

Thank you, Jesus — for the love you show us every day.
Blessed Trinity, we give you all honor, all glory and all praise.
Your loving sister,

Israela

A (Pray for the repose of the souls of h
Avelina Battaglia, OFS
Abraham Placencio, OFS
g J




Profession Anniversaries
Marie Allen 3/6/1955 69 years
Rex Schlicher 3/13/1983 41 years
Jeanette Schlicher 3/13/1983 41 years
Elizabeth Chavez 3/21/2010 14 years
Marilyn Migliarini  3/21/2010 14 years

Commemorating and Contemplating the
Stigmata of St. Francis During Holy Week

On January 5, 2024 we began our year long commemoration of the Stigmata of St. Francis
that occurred 800 years ago at Mount La Verna. Along with commemoration comes contempla-
tion of the significance of these bodily marks resembling the wounds of Christ.

As we approach Holy Week this year in the centenary
of the Stigmata of St. Francis, there is much to think
about —the wounds of Christ, the wounds of St. Francis
given to him by Christ, woundedness, suffering, and
love .

The feast day of the Stigmata of St. Francis is on
September 17. This year’s celebration will be special.
Plans are in the making for our Fraternity to collaborate
with other fraternities in the Region to commemorate the
Stigmata in a special way. Many resources are available
from the National Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan

Order and the Franciscan family as we continue to con-
template the Stigmata throughout 2024.
http://www.nafra-sfo.org
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Friday, March 22—Visitation at 5:00 pm * Rosary 7:00 pm
Salazar Mortuary, 400 Third St. SW 87102
Saturday, March 23— Mass at 9:30 am at Immaculate Conception Church
619 Copper Ave. NW 87102 Burial at Mt. Calvary
\ Reception at Immaculate Conception Church 1:00 pm /
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Funeral Arrangement for Abraham Placenio OFS




MARCH 2024

Dearest sisters and brothers in St. Francis,
March 10th marked the halfway point of this year’s Season of Lent.
It’s hard to believe , But there it is—especially for the “fast-ers”.

Since this a voting year, and leap year, two more specialties
are added to 2024. And, of course, we recently got smacked with the bad side of daylight savings
Time. Still, life moves us forward.

One of the beautiful challenges of this phase of the Liturgical Year is quoted from

Phil. 4:4-7—where we are admonished “to be happy always: happy in the Lord!” In fact, the only
way we could/can be happy—is in, with and through the Lord. Obviously, this may come with

suffering—but the outcome is happiness in the Lord.

As the beauty of Holy Week bids us to enter an increased understanding of Francis’
love of the Passion, may we do so with a memorable example of at least one new practice we
have added to the personal goodness/goodwill to our OFS Franciscan life.

In peace and goodness,
Br. Gordon, O.F.M.
—PFraternity Spiritual Assistant

Saint Anthony Fraternity members travelled to Gallup, NM, at the request of the emerging Fraternity,
Fire of Assisi, for assistance in learning the Liturgy of the Hours, and help with organizational matters.
Fire of Assisi Fraternity is on the path of being established as a Fraternity within Our Lady of Guada-
lupe Empress of the Americas Region. Left to right: Mary Lou Narvaez, Frances Lucero, Maria
Camarena, Israela Garcia, Rena Xuereb, Yolanda Chavez, Donna Herrera, and Rick Macias.



Fraternity Contacts

Minister Israela Garcia

Vice-Minister Rex Schlicher
Secretary Felis Otero-Armijo
Treasurer Tommie Page
Formation Rena Xuereb
Councilor 2 Mary Lou Narvaez
Infirmarian Linda Williams

Spiritual Assistant
Br. Gordon Boykin OFM

505-839-9397
505-218-2336
505-242-0915
505-306-2005
505-235-5772
951-776-7486

505-249-5774

505-450-5267 director@bailabaila.com

rlschlicher@msn.com
felisitaotero@gmail.com
pagetomasita@gmail.com
vxuereb@comcast.net
malunarvaez44@gmail.com
WLINDAE19502a0l.com

gordyboy45@aol.com

St. Anthony Fraternity

P.0O. Box 6881

Albuquerque, New Mexico
87917-6881

Our Mission Statement

We, the fraternity of St. Anthony, inspired by the vision of St. Francis, commit
ourselves to the Gospel as our Way of Life; “Going from Gospel to Life and Life to Gospel”.
We believe that we are called to be renewed continually through the celebration of the
Eucharist and go forth to rebuild the Church through our witness.

in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

We are the Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis (The Secular Order) in the United States
of America. We live our vocation in Our Lady of Guadalupe Empress of the
Americas Region. Our Franciscan Community is the St. Anthony Fraternity located




