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Embracing the Mother of Jesus with Inexpressible Love 

     In Thomas of Celano’s biography of St. Francis,  he describes Francis’ love for Mary as being 

so much a part of him—”he embraced the Mother of Jesus with inexpressible love, since she 

made the Lord of Majesty a brother to us.  He honoured her with his own Praises, poured out 

prayers to her, and offered her his love in a way that no human tongue can express.”                                                   

      We celebrate Marian feasts throughout the year, but May is the month of special devotion 

to our Blessed Mother—May crownings, rosaries, Mass, 

novenas.  Like Francis, we strive to make Our Lady a 

part of us through these devotions.   

     Reading books about Mary is another way of internal-

izing our “inexpressible” love for Mary. The more we 

know about her, the more we love her.  St. Bonaventure’s  

Mirror of the Blessed Virgin Mary  is inspiring May read-

ing replete with meditative content.  This Doctor of the 

Church humbly expresses to Mary in the Prologue that 

he neither has the talent, knowledge, or eloquence to 

offer to so great a Queen this writing but he writes it so 

that all who love “ this great Queen should in some im-

perfect manner perceive who and how great she is.”  He 

describes his work as a kind of mirror which reflects the 

life, grace and glory of Mary.  

       Bonaventure states that he is not alone in this feeling 

of unworthiness to write about Mary.  He quotes St.     

Jerome, St. Augustine, and St. Bernard stating how each 

of these saints felt unworthy to write about Mary .  

“Again, how can my untrained tongue, my arid powers of 

interpretation, not fail in the praises of Mary,” Bonaven-

ture writes, “when Augustine, that most eloquent of men, 

says:’ What shall we, so little, so feeble, say in praise of 

Mary, when, in all our members were turned into 

tongues, no one of us would suffice to praise her?’”  

     As they write, all these saints are humbly expressing 

their “inexpressible” love for Mary.  As we pray, read, 

meditate, give glorify, and honor to our Blessed Mother; 

we, too, like Francis, are embracing her with 

“inexpressible” love. 

 

 
“Now, therefore, most powerful 

Lady be a helper to us who are 

so impotent! Now, most wise 

Lady, be to us who are foolish 

a helper and a counselor! O 

most wealthy Lady, be to us 

who are poor a benefactress! O 

most unfailing Lady, be to us 

feeble, failing creatures a per-

petual support in every good 

deed!  “         St. Bernard  

    Mirror of the Blessed Virgin 



 

                                                                                                                       
  
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                             
 
                                                                                                                             
 
 
 
                                                                                                                             
 

       

Two-Month Financial Statement   March 2024   April 2024  

Monthly Donors         11               16  

INCOME   

   Regular Contributions      430.00           765.00 

   Endowment Interest         81.54.            87.17 

   Exceptional Income  (calendar /donations) 

            

         80.00 

  

          220.00 

                  Subtotal for Exceptional Income          80.00           220.00     

                                                     TOTAL INCOME        591.54         1072 .17   

     Transfer from Savings      

TOTAL DEPOSITED (Checking Acct.)         591.54          1072.17 

EXPENSES   

 RECURRING:   

Spiritual Assistant Stipend        100.00           100.00   

Council Administration Supplies  (checks)                        30.64 

Formation Expenses        213.00             111.09 

Newsletter:  Supplies and Printing   

(printing of brochures for recruitment )                                       

          14.37       

          22.50 

            19.14 

           

          

Newsletter Postage 

Website Fee 

Infirmarian Team 

        141.80                                   

Apostolate Poor Clares (Donation)        100.00           100.00    

Apostolate:   Franciscan Friars (Donation)          75.00               75.00      

Fair Share to Regional               

Contingency Fund Transfer to Savings          50.00               50.00  

     Subtotal Recurring Expenses                   481.17                485.87 

EXCEPTIONAL EXPENSES:   (retreat food,/paper 

     products,  hall rental,  calendars)                     

                              

                             Subtotal Exceptional  Expenses 

                                               TOTAL EXPENSES 

Beginning Balance (Checking Account)                  

Ending Balance (Checking Account) 

  

                  

          

   

        481.17  

       6933.02 

        7043.39   

              581.06  

              150.00 

                50.00      

              781.06 

             1266.93                  

              7043.39 

              6848.63 

Contingency Fund  (Available Saving Fund)           

                                   Beginning Balance      4141.71             4141.71 

                                   Transfer from Expenses 

                                   Earned Dividend 

          TOTAL CONTINGENCY FUND                            

          50.00 

             1.15 

      4192.86 

                50.00 

                  1.25 

            4244.11         

    page 

      

 

 

            CALENDAR                                      

 Sunday  May 26  2:00 pm  

           Gathering  

    1350  Lakeview Rd. SW 

 

   

 

      

      

May Birthdays   
Felis Otero-Armijo-May 3 

Gloria Quesada-May 8 

Tommie Page-May12 

Rena Xuereb-May 29 

      Orientation Phase Formation 

           May 4  -  Three Orders/ 

           Structure/Discernment 

           June 1  -  Francis, Clare/ 

                Catholic Doctrine 

       Hospitality Group 2  

will provide the meal for 

the May Gathering  

Victor & Rena Xuereb 

Mary Lou Narvaez 

Rex & Jeanette Schlicher 

Margaret Martinez 

Gerry Rohrkemper 

Geri Blanco Salazar 

Angela Ortiz 

 



 

Minister’s Message 

 

 

Greetings sons and daughters of Mary! 

As children of God and through our Mother Mary, we too are filled with “all the fullness of grace and 

every good” as described in St. Francis’ The Salutation of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  The last stanza of 

the Salutation is: “And, (hail) all you holy virtues which through the grace and light of the Holy Spirit are 

poured into the hearts of the faithful so that from their faithless state you may make them faithful to 

God.” 

It is fitting that we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost in the month devoted to Mary.  It is through the 

Holy Spirit that Mary conceived and through the Holy Spirit that Mary, along with the apostles, received 

the mission of evangelizing to the world.  Through the apostles and the New Testament, the world has 

learned about Jesus and the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophesies. 

But, how has Mary evangelized to us?  As we get “older” and our faith deepens, we finally begin to 

realize that we have a Mother in Heaven who loves us – who has always loved us!  Mother Mary is a 

silent companion that has been a constant guide, intercessor and protectress throughout our lives – 

whether we realized it or not.  Mary’s evangelization is her example.  Not only in her examples of 

humility and grace, but in her Fiat.  St. Francis saw Mary as a great gift to us as not only as the Mother of 

Jesus, but as our Heavenly Mother. 

May we be like Mary.  May we be humble.  May we be gracefilled.  May we continue to say: “YES”. 

In the grace of Mary, 

Your servant leader and sister - Israela 

   Reminder ...  
Bring non-perishable 

food to the Gathering  

for the  

St. Felix  Food Panty 

 



 

This article about Avelina Battaglia, OFS,  a member of our  

St. Anthony Fraternity, was written by Lita Pino, OFS, of the  

Espiritu Santo Fraternity.  It  appeared in the Spring 2024 issue  

Of La Tilma. 

Avelina Chavez Battaglia was born on October 18, 

1921, and lived on this earth until March 6, 2024.  She 

was born in Pajarito, A suburb of Albuquerque, New 

Mexico. Being a smart Hispanic girl, she graduated 

from high school at age 16, attended Western School 

for Private Secretaries and was ready to do some ex-

ploring away from Albuquerque.  She joined her 

cousin in finding employment as a Secretary with the 

Civil Service in Washington, D.C.  This was during 

World War II.  In those days a bus would take the Sec-

retaries to Fort Belvoir, a nearby base for the dances. 

We all know about God’s Plan!! A young Sicilian Ar-

my man named John, was looking out his window, not 

even thinking of going to the dance.  However, as the 

young women were walking towards the dance hall, he 

spotted Avelina and, of course, went to the dance hop-

ing to meet her.  He finally did after standing in line to 

dance with her.  Next thing you know, he took her to 

dinner before the next week’s dance, and the rest is his-

tory.  The war ended, he got transferred, and sent her 

back to Albuquerque with an engagement ring.  They 

married stayed in New Mexico and started their multi-

cultural family—two sons and a daughter. 

What is fascinating if that this couple married in 

March, during Lent.  She got professed as a Secular 

Franciscan in St. Anthony Fraternity in March, during   

Lent?  She left us on Laetare Sunday week!!!                                                                                    

  

Lent,  She got professed as a Secular Franciscan 

in St. Anthony Fraternity in March, during Lent, 

and passed in March during Lent . 

Avelina’s hope was the promise of heaven.  She, 

like St. Francis, accepted whatever came her 

way with such faith and belief.  Even when her 

beloved son passed, she was just happy that she 

had him for 47 years.  Then when her husband, 

Johnny, passed on,  (she was in her 60’s), she 

was content because her marriage did not end 

with ”until death do us part”, but went beyond 

that, and she would see him again.  It was only a 

pause for Avelina.  Incidentally their 78th wed-

ding anniversary fell on Holy Saturday, right af-

ter her passing.  Her daughter says that Avelina’s 

virtue that she championed, was love.  She was 

married for 35 years and was a widow for 42. 

Avelina as a Franciscan, believed, and received 

the Holy Eucharist daily.  In the past several 

years her daughter made sure she brought it to 

her every day.  On March 6th, the Holy          

Eucharist present, candle lit, her daughter’s hand 

in hers, while praying The Divine Mercy         

Chaplet, she closed her eyes and went to be with 

her Lord, her dear husband, and her beloved son.  

May she rest in peace. 

 

P.S. 

Being old schooled, several years ago she had 

her burial habit made.  God’s love in the flesh 

went wearing her habit, her Tau around her neck, 

a large Wood Tau on her humble wood coffin. 

 

How many of you 

have known a 102 

year old who has 

been a true Secular 

Franciscan for 48 

years?  Well, you 

are about to meet 

one. 



 

  

      Spiritual Assistant’s  

                 Message 

 

Dearest sisters and brothers of St. Francis, 

As you know, we recently celebrated the Great Solemnity of Pentecost.  Now, the Church      

transitions from the Liturgical Season of Easter into the lengthy Season of Ordinary Time.  And 

this pensive season we experience until we, again, enter the preparatory Season of Advent. 

(Yeah, again!) 

As Franciscans, let us recall the words of Our Holy Father Saint Francis:  “The Holy Spirit is the 

true Minister of the Order” (Cf. R1223).  This reflection helps us to be humble, not only to the 

elected figures of the Order—but also to “the Spirit” we (must) observe in one another. 

It is a blessed example to forgive one another our mistakes, misspoken words, and “trespasses” 

as Jesus taught and exemplified in the text of the “Lord’s Prayer”.  To put two wise saying       

together, let us forgive those who “step on our toes”, remembering that we cannot judge and 

must forgive them as we “walk a mile in their moccasins.” 

 

The Peace of Pentecost be with you always, 

     Br. Gordon 

           

 

Matthew 13:45-56          

     “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking 

for fine pearls.  When he found one of great value, he went 

away and sold everything he had and bought it.” 

      The Pearl of Great Price was the symbol of the Rite of 

Admission Retreat.  Those who gathered that day were 

asked to answer the question:  What is the “pearl of great 

price” for you?  Have you found it yet?  What do you need to 

sell in order to buy it?  Each participant was given a small 

Pearl of Great Price as a memento of the Retreat and a     

symbol of the importance of the answer to this question. 

A Pearl of Great Price 



 

 

  

The soon-to-be Candidates and Spiritual Assistant, Brother 

Gordon: Lisa Trujillo, Lisa Barczak, Martha Ramirez, Reina 

Romero, Ann Sims,  Geri Salazar 

Visitors from the St. Francis Fraternity, the Fire of Assisi Fraternity , and the Espiritu Santo  Fraternity,  

joined the St. Anthony  Fraternity for the Rite of Admission Retreat  

Retreat Notes: April 20, 2024 

The Rite of Admission Retreat was a day 

of reflection, discussion, sharing, inspi-

ration, and fellowship.  After viewing 

the video:  The Message of St. Francis 

for Today, discussion followed on the 

family dynamics of St. Francis’ family 

and the new kind of family dynamics as 

he lived with his brothers; the meaning 

of conversion and penance and how 

“we turn away from” and “turn to” with 

the goal of seeking and finding the 

“pearl of great price .”  

The Ministers and Brother Gordon holding the Pearl of 

Great Price.  Israela Garcia, St. Anthony, Mary Dean, St. 

Francis, Donna Herrera, Fire of Assisi, Luz  Elena  Tena, 

Espiritu Santo 

More notes for reflection . . . 

 The doctrine of humility—putting oth-

ers before ourselves and serving each 

other humbly. 

 Living the Gospel through our voca-

tion; answering His call with courage; 

“rebuilding” ourselves;  witnessing the 

Gospel to others. 

 Accepting everyone in their own 

way—we are not them and they are 

not us; accepting all as they are;       

respond to lepers in society. 

 Find the Pearl of Great Price. 



      A letter from: 
Poor Clare Monastery of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe 

809 East Nineteenth Street 

Roswell, New Mexico 88201 

 

Peace and blessings 

May 9, 2024 

 Our dear Brothers and Sisters in St. Francis, 

          May our risen and ascended Lord bless you for your deep faith in Him!  We have been    

united with you throughout these blessed weeks of Eastertide.  We were happy to hear that our 

Holy Father has called for this 2024 to be a Year of Prayer in preparation for the jubilee year of 

2025.  As we near the feast of Pentecost and gather with Our Lady and the apostles in the upper 

room to await the coming of the Holy Spirit, it is a perfect time to enter with all our hearts into 

the spirit of prayer that will make this year one filled with grace for all the Church. 

          We are ever so grateful for the goodness that you show us in your generous gifts, and we 

are confident that God is eager to respond with His best graces for you.  Your donations help us in 

so many ways to care for our monastic home.  Just this week we have seen restoration work    

begun on the crucifix atop our burial vault.  It is a time consuming job of removing layers and  

layers of paint, but the efforts will surely preserve this beautiful crucifix for many years to come.  

Thank you for your generosity that assists us in this and much more besides.  Be assured of our 

daily prayers for you and the intentions each of you carry within your heart.  

 

                                                              Gratefully, in Our Lady of Guadalupe, 

                                                                           Your  Poor Clare Nuns 

   

       Profession Anniversaries 

   Irma Lente   5-23-1965   59 yrs 

Margaret Martinez   5-15-2005   19 yrs. 

Michael O’Hearn   5-23-1983   41 yrs. 



 Fraternity Contacts   

Minister   Israela Garcia 505-450-5267 director@bailabaila.com 

Vice-Minister   Rex Schlicher 505-839-9397 rlschlicher@msn.com 

Secretary   Felis Otero-Armijo 505-218-2336 felisitaotero@gmail.com 

Treasurer   Tommie Page 505-242-0915 pagetomasita@gmail.com 

Formation   Rena Xuereb 505-306-2005 vxuereb@comcast.net 

Councilor 2   Mary Lou Narvaez 505-235-5772 malunarvaez44@gmail.com 

Infirmarian   Linda Williams 951-776-7486 WLINDAE19502aol.com 

Spiritual Assistant    

Br. Gordon Boykin  OFM 

 

 

505-249-5774 

  

gboykin@friars.us 

                                                               Our Mission Statement 

   We, the fraternity of St. Anthony, inspired by the vision of St. Francis, commit  

ourselves to the Gospel as our Way of Life; “Going from Gospel to Life and Life to Gospel”. 

We believe that we are called to be renewed continually through the celebration of the  

Eucharist and go forth to rebuild the Church through our witness. 

 

   We are the Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis (The Secular Order) in the United States 

of America.  We live our vocation in Our Lady of Guadalupe Empress of the  

Americas Region.  Our Franciscan Community is the St. Anthony Fraternity located 

in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

 

St. Anthony Fraternity 

P.O. Box 6881 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

             87917-6881 











 

 











 

 

 

 

              Profession Anniversaries 

Marie Allen               3/6/1955          69 years  

Rex Schlicher            3/13/1983        41 years 

Jeanette Schlicher     3/13/1983        41 years 

Elizabeth Chavez       3/21/2010        14 years 

Marilyn Migliarini      3/21/2010        14 years  


