St. Anthony Fraternity Newsletter

May 2025

April Fraternity Gathering
Focused on Our Risen Lord

The April 27, 2025 Fraternity Gathering began
with a prayer service focused on our risen Lord.

Sunday, April 27 was Divine Mercy Sunday and
fittingly the prayer service began with the
fraternity singing the Divine Mercy chaplet.

Next, the Fraternity prayerfully recited the Sta-
tions of the Resurrection.

Following the prayer service the Fraternity re-
ceived updates on our homebound Fraternity
members and Spiritual Assistant Brother Gordon
provided education on the history and meaning of
Divine Mercy Sunday.

Formation Director, Jeannette Schlicher, then led the Fraternity in discussion and around-the
-room sharing about the first chapter of the book, “A Tangible Saint” in The Lessons of St
Francis by John Michael Talbot.

The Fraternity has embarked on a group study of the book and will share THE LESSONS
insights from their readings in the Fraternity gatherings. OF ST.FRANCIS

HOW TO BRING
SIMPLICITY AND
The Fraternity contemplated how Francis demonstrated God’s love for all J SIRITUALITY INTO

people and how he demonstrated his passion for God. The Fraternity YOUR DAILY L|
discussed their personal conversions and how they compared to Francis’.

The June gathering will focus on Chapter 2,”Simplicity.” ¥



Impsdlanl Daleg and Remindeng

May
Council Meeting May 9 at 6:00 p.m. at A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd SW

Fraternity Gathering

May 25 2:00 p.m. at A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd SW

Please bring:

Christian Prayer book for Liturgy of the Hours.

Flowers for Mother Mary (fresh cut or potted).

Donations of non-perishable food for the St. Felix 4
Food Pantry.

New/gently used clothing donations for the Trinity House.

Our Fraternity meal will be hosted by Hospitality Group 2:

Mary Lou Narvaez, Angela Ortiz, Reina Romero, Gerry Rohrkemper, Geri Salazar,
Rex and Jeannette Schlicher, Ann Sims, and Lisa Trujillo

The May Gathering Prayer Service will focus on our Blessed Mother. Ongoing Formation
will focus on the Anniversary of Laudato Si and the strong connection to our
800™ Centenary Celebration of Canticle of the Creatures.

Our Fraternity’s April

donation to the St. Felix pantry
was 50 pounds of food!

Thank you for your generosity!

Your generosity makes a difference to your
neighbors in need. Clothing donations from
the Fraternity will be delivered to the Trinity
Catholic Worker House at 1925 Five Points
Rd SW where three refugee families and
others are housed.

Upcoming Meetings

Meeting Location: A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd SW

Council Meetings Fraternity Gatherings
6/6/25 | 10:00 a.m. 6/22/25 | 2:00 - 5:00 PM
7/11/25 | 10:00 a.m. 7/27/25 | 2:00 - 5:00 PM

The June Fraternity meal will be our Annual St. Anthony
Picnic. The Fraternity will sponsor the main dish. Potluck

assignments will be sent via email. "'
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Minigloy's Meggage

Sisters and Brothers in Francis,

,f7
Happy Easter Season! /mee Q%W'
: | g,
In the Resurrection of Jesus, we find hope and renewal. My message this month is a o all frmes
call to renewal. If lsssan

e words !
There are countless ways we can renew ourselves and those around us. When we

wake up in the morning, we can thank God for another day of life. We can make a
conscious decision to have a positive attitude no matter what comes our way. We
can be patient, compassionate, understanding and loving.

We can smile and wave at everyone in our path. We can renew our call to holiness through our professed
vocation. When we do these small things, we are witnessing in big ways to everyone around us. Remember
the quote attributed to our Father Francis: “Preach the Gospel at all times, and if necessary, use words.”

In which small ways can we, as Secular Franciscans, “preach” the Gospel? Think about it... we will share at
our next Gathering.

Peace and All Good — your sister in Christ and Francis,

Israela

Spivillual agsiglanl's Meggage
Dearest sisters and brothers in St. Francis,

Like most Catholics (Western and Eastern), | was very surprised that our newly-elected
pope is a native of the United States of America. | am both proud and curious. Proud,
because he is a Catholic American (best understood than an American Catholic); and
curious because his “youth” could yield a quarter-century of leadership.

As some of you know, Rev. Vincenzo Gioacchino Pecci (Pope Leo Xlll) is well-
known for his encyclical Rerum Novarum (“Things of the New World”). It was/is a monu-
mental letter to the world after the Industrial Revolution regarding the rights of workers
and the obligations of employers. | realize I’'m dating myself; | studied the encyclical
during senior year of high school.

Since we did such a good job of studying Laudato Si’ during on-going for-
mation, we have only to look forward to the inspirations of our new Holy Father.

Br. Gordon, OFM Fraternity Spiritual Assistant
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Peace and blessings
April 8, 2025

Our dear Brothers and Sisters in St. Francis,

We are drawing so near to the days of
Holy Week, and you can be sure that we will be
praying with you and for you as we enter into
that time of hope leading us into the joy of
Easter. It was a blessing to receive a couple of
days of rain, which renewed the earth in a
marvelous way. It was a fitting image of all that
the graces of this blessed season can do. As the
Jubilee Year of Hope highlights for us that the
Cross is truly our anchor of hope, we hold fast to
that anchor and pray for the whole world to be
renewed in hope.

We are ever grateful for your steadfast
generosity to us each month, helping us to care
for our home and our family. Know that you are
held close throughout each Poor Clare day and

the sisters pray for your intentions with love and ___

thanksgiving. Blessed Easter!

Felis Otero-Armigo, OFS May 3
Gloria Quesada, OFS May 8
Tommie Page, OFS May 12
Rena Xuereb, OFS May 24

Save Uhe Dales

October 17,18, 19, 2025

May the jubilant voice of the Church
reach all of you
with the words which the ancient hymn
puts on the lips of Mary Magdalene,
the first to encounter the risen Jesus on Easter morning.
She ran to the other disciples
and breathlessly announced:
"I have seen the Lord!" (Jn 20:18).
We too,
who have journeyed through the desert of Lent
and the sorrowful days of the Passion,
today raise the cry of victory:
"He has risen! He has truly risen!”

(Pope Benedict XV

Your Poor Clare Sisters
pray that you may be blessed this Easter
with an abundance of hope
in our Risen Lord
and the joy of His Resurrection.

")uau..)’k‘z d«.?,‘.,.//,z,g,

Irma Lente, OFS 05/23/1965
Michael O’Hearn, OFS 05/22/1983
Margaret Martinez, OFS 05/15/2005
Yolanda Chavez, OFS 5/2/2023

A

The annual OFS National Fraternal Visitation to our Region will be held this year in Albouquerque (not in

El Paso) at the Crowne Plaza in Albuquerque. Mass will be held on Saturday, Oct 18 at 4 p.m. at

San Felipe de Neri Catholic Church.
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21st Quinquennial Congress

https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org

REGISTRATION OPENS AUGUST 1

Look for the registration link in the next issue of TAU-USA!

OF 5-USA
AN
20\X16

29 July-02 August
Lexington,KY

$650 - Regular Registration January 1- May 31, 2026
$725 - Late Registration June 1- June 30, 2026

Walk-ins not accepted.
Registrations subject to a $100 non-refundable deposit.

Lexington Griffin Gate Marriott Golf Resort & Spa
1800 Newtown Pike, Lexington, KY 40511

$550 - Early Registration August 1- December 31, 2025

$200 - Single Day Registration August 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026

Special discounted room rate: $169 per room per night
Hotel reservation link will be provided in your registration confirmation email.

Please note: We recommend using the link to book a room as it is the best and easiest option
and will assure you get our group rate. Calling Marriott center reservations is not as reliable.

Candidacy Formation Ses-

(ORDO FRANCISCANUS SAECULARIS)

T

For Up to Now

sions:
June 14 and June 28

The Franciscan Journey

Foundationa!
for Initial Fo

Chapter 24: The Gift of
Work

Secular Franciscan Order
Orientation - Inquiry - Candidacy

Chapter 25: In Their Family e

Inquiry Formation Sessions:

June 7 and June 21
The FUN Manual

Chapter 8: Identity of a Secular
Franciscan

Chapter 9: Nature of the OFS, Part
One

Any donations for snacks and bottled water for SAF Formation, Inquiry and Orientation classes are appreciated.
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800th Anniversary of St. Francis’
“Canticle of the Creatures”

+Our dear Friends, 1225 = 2025

Ciight hundred years after our holy Father Francis penned his famous canticle
extolling the God who created Brother Sun and so much else besides, his Poor
Clare daughters decided to dedicate our spring and summer issues to articles
inspired by his own canticle of praise! But before we dive into the “here and now,”
we want to treat you to the first half of the poetic version of the Canticle of the
Creatures written by Mother Mary Francis, D.C.C,, and sung by us every year in
procession to collation around the feast of St. Prancis!

~=Your Poor Clare Sisters

The CANTICLE OF Th€ CREATURES
(Part1)

Almighty, sweet Lord, most exalted,
all honor and glory to Youl
€v'ry praise of our hearts,
and all benediction is due.

And to Your most high Name,
ever our praises are sung:
yet unworthy our tainted tongues
even to whisper Your Name.

Be You praised, my dear Lord,

—of all ereatures that bear a light of You:
Draised first and most grandly, then,
of Brother Sun,
our bright herald of day,
by whom You scatter our darkness away.
Bursts his radiance on our sight
with a splendor of light;
for his shining is bright
with a rumor, my God, of You!

Be You praised, my dear Lord,
through our Sister the Moon
and the Stars that stud the night;
in the heavens You set them for our light,

gracious gleaming in beauty bright.

And be praised, my sweet Lord,
through little Brother the Wind.
And through days that are clouded
and days most serenc,
be You praised!

And through varying weathers,
wherein our good we find.

Be You praised again, Lord,
through our Sister Water;
so great is she and yetremains so humble,
shining in her crystal chastigy!

(to be continued in our summer issue!)

Re@ledlivg 8w the
Rule 8€ Uhe Seculav
francigcan Ordely

Rule Five

Secular Franciscans, therefore, should
seek to encounter the living and active
person of Christ in their brothers and
sisters, in Sacred Scripture, in the
Church, and in liturgical activity. The
faith of Saint Francis, who often said “I
see nothing bodily of the Most High Son
of God in this world except his most ho-
ly body and blood”, should be the inspi-
ration and pattern of their eucharistic
life.

Commentary (Official Commentary prepared
by the USA National Spiritual Assistants' Commis-
sion.)

As this process develops, then the Secu-
lar Franciscan seeks out the living and
active person of Christ in all spheres of
life: liturgical activity (especially the
Eucharist), Scripture, Church, one anoth-
er (#5). Since the sacrificial union with
Christ in the Eucharist is the most
intense and comprehensive experience
of his real presence, this celebration
becomes the key encounter, as
patterned by Francis himself.
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SAINT ANTHONY FRATERNITY, OFS

TWO MONTH FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 2025 2025
March April Comments
MONTHLY NUMBER OF DONORS 17 13 Thank you!
¢ INCOME
L Regular Contributions: 738.00  705.00
4 Endowment Interest: 86.04 85.04
Exception Income:
; Calendars 0.00 0.00
I Books 156.00  150.00
j Subtotal Exception Income (Item 3+4) 156.00  150.00
5 TOTAL INCOME (Items 1+2+5) 980.04  940.04
7 Transfer from Savings:
3 TOTAL DEPOSITED (Checking Acct.) (Items 6+7) 980.04 940.04
EXPENSES
RECURRING:
Spiritual Assistant Stipend 100.00  100.00
Council Administration Supplies 0.00 0.00
Infirmarian Team (Misc. Expenses)
Formation Expenses 0.00 37:13
Newsletter Admin. Supplies/Printing 0.00 0.00
Newsletter Postage 0.00 0.00
Website Fee:
Apostolate: Poor Clares (Donation) 100.00  100.00
Apostolate: Franciscan Friars (Donation) 100.00  100.00
Fair Share to Regional: 0.00 0.00
Contingency Fund (Transfer to Savings) 50.00 50.00
) Subtotal Recurring Expenses: 350.00 387.13
EXCEPTIONAL EXPENSES

Elections Becoming Place Room Rentals
San Felipe de Neri donation (San Jose Donation Anniversary)
Retreat Picnic Check

0 Subtotal Exception Expenses: 0.00 0.00
1 TOTAL EXPENSES (Items 9+10) 350.00 387.13
BEGINNING BALANCE (Checking Acct.) 2.687.12 3.317.16
ENDING BALANCE (Checking Acct.) (Items 8-11+12) 3.317.16 3.870.07

CONTINGENCY FUND: (Available Savings Funds)

Beginning Balance 4.840.29 4.891.31
Transfer from Expenses 50.00 50.00
Earned Dividend 1.02 1.01

TOTAL CONTINGENCY FUND 4.891.31 4.942.32




Fraternity Contacts:

Minister Israela Garcia 505-450-5267  director@bailabaila.com
Vice-Minister Nancy Singh 865-389-4353 singh nancy@yahoo.com
Secretary Gerry Rohrkemper 505-873-2657 gmrsfo@aol.com
Treasurer Adrian Montoya 505-440-1203 atmontoya@yahoo.com
Formation Dir. Jeannette Schlicher 505-839-9397 jgcase@yahoo.com
Councilor 1 Frances Lucero 505-321-6077 franceslucero@yahoo.com
Councilor 2 Tommie Page 505-452-0915 pagetomasita@gmail.com
Infirmarian Linda Williams 951-776-7486 WLINDAE1950@aol.com
Spiritual Assistant 505-249-5774  ghoykin@friars.us

Br. Gordon Boykin OFM

St. Anthony Fraternity

P.O. Box 6881

Albuquerque, New Mexico
87197-6881

https://franciscansalbuquerque.sfousa.org/

Our Mission Statement

We, the fraternity of St. Anthony, inspired by the vision of St. Francis, commit
ourselves to the Gospel as our Way of Life; “Going from Gospel to Life and Life to Gospel”.
We believe that we are called to be renewed continually through the celebration of the
Eucharist and go forth to rebuild the Church through our witness.

We are the Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis (The Secular Order) in the United States
of America. We live our vocation in Our Lady of Guadalupe Empress of the
Americas Region. Our Franciscan Community is the St. Anthony Fraternity located
in Albuquerque, New Mexico.




