St. Anthony Fraternity Newsletter

December 2025

November Fraternity Gathering

The November 16, 2025 Fraternity Gathering began with a prayer service focused on St. Eliza-
beth of Hungary, Patroness of the Secular Franciscan Order, whose Feast Day is celebrated on
November 17. : - ;

St. Elizabeth of Hungary (1207-1231) was a medi- |
eval queen who embraced the Franciscan spirit by
joining the Secular Franciscan Order (Third Or- |
der) after her husband's death, dedicating her life
to radical service for the poor, sick, and needy,
embodying Franciscan ideals of poverty, humility, #
and love.

Dear friend of Christ,

Happiness is not found in riches,

but in recognizing Jesus in the poor.

| wore a crown,

but I laid it down at the feet of the suffering.
When you give from the heart,

you give to Him.

When you kneel beside the broken,

you kneel beside Christ.

Minglowned .
reasonable. allyibelongs to the poor.

Do not be afraid to love more than seems

Heaven measures generosity not by amount, \ \q B SaineElisabeth of Hungary
b b ope ! ','Princess, Third Order Franciscan

ut by sacrifice. R NBveiber 17
- St. Elizabeth of Hungary

You can learn more about St. Elizabeth THE LESSONS  The Fraternity studied The
of Hungary. here: httP§3/ / ?ESNT%RQSELS Lessons of St. Francis, chap-
ww.fr'anc1scantrad1t10n.org/blogL SWPLCTOAND ter 3: Joy (pages 37 to the
saint-elizabeth-of-hungary-patroness-of SRl b top of page 40).

-secular-franciscans/

¢ The Chapter began with a
quote from St. Francis:
“The safest remedy against
the thousand snares and
wiles of the enemy is
spiritual joy.

and here: https://
www.roman-catholic-
saints.com/saint-elizabeth-

of-hungary.html
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Impodlanl Daleg and Remindeng

December
« Council Meeting December 5 at 10:00 a.m. at A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd SW

« Fraternity Gathering: December 21 1:00 p.m. at A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd
Please bring to gathering:

o OFS Ritual book, Christian Prayer book, and The Lessons of St Francis by John Michael Talbot.
The Decmber gathering will focus on Chapter 3 “Joy,” (only pages 40-43). Fraternity members
will share insights from their readings at the gathering.

e Our December Fraternity Meal will be a POTLUCK hosted by all Fraternity members:
Last Names A- P: Side Dishes or Salad
Last Names Q-S: Main Dishes
Last Names: T-Z Desserts

Christmas Gift Exchange: Bring a gift, take a gift.

o Donations of non-perishable food for the St. Felix Food Pantry. Please consider including
protein-based canned items like chicken, pasta with meat, peanut butter, tuna and similar.

o Donations for the Francis House on Zuni St. New socks and underwear are most in need by the
guests served. Gently used blankets, sweat pants, shoes and coats are also needed. Please pray
for the ministry of the Francis House, which assists vulnerable residents of Albuquerque.

Our Fraternity’s November
donation to the St. Felix Pantry
was 100 pounds of food.

For your generosity in supporting those most
in need in our community.

Upcoming Meetings
See page 5 for the 2026 Fraternity Schedule.

January Fraternity meal will be hosted by Hospitality Group 1:
Lisa Barczak, Consuelo Chavez, Viviane Gonzales, Felis Otero-Armijo, Tommie Page, Martha
Ramirez, Ernestine Sedillo

February Fraternity meal will be hosted by Hospitality Group 2:
Mary Lou Narvaez, Angela Ortiz, Reina Romero, Gerry Rohrkemper, Geri Salazar, Rex and
Jeannette Schlicher, Ann Sims, and Lisa Trujillo




Minigloys Meggage

To my Franciscan Brothers and Sisters,

As we await the coming of our Savior, we should strive to make small daily changes or improve-
ments in our daily lives. Whether it is adding more prayer, spending time in nature, or helping a
brother or sister in need, we should do this with a Franciscan heart. Think about St. Francis and
what he did in his life to inspire so many of us in his religious orders. He had a loving and gener-
ous heart. He was compassionate and humble. He loved everything to do with nature. What
does having a Franciscan heart mean to you?

We can also contemplate the very first Nativity Scene at Greccio. During Advent, Father Francis
was in the middle of making sure he had all the pieces in place so that he could make the scene
as realistic as possible. This was very important to Francis. He wanted people to feel what the
shepherds might have felt that night... cold weather, curiosity, and devotion. Just knowing how
we feel when we kneel or stand before the scene of the birth of Christ, the people of Greccio
and surrounding areas must have been in awe at such a sight — and it wasn’t even the “real” Na-
tivity scene.

Oh! But on the night our Savior was born, how blessed were the shepherds! How blessed was the ox!
How blessed was the ass! How blessed was every creature and form of nature that was present at that
most blessed and beautiful scene!

May we be as ardent as our Seraphic Father, Francis. May we search our hearts and find ways
to do good. May we ask God and Francis to guide us as we strive to be holy. May we go about
our preparations for family gatherings with Baby Jesus in mind and how lovely it will be to kneel
or stand before Him in adoration as He brings light into the world yet again. Thank you, Father
Francis, for such a beautiful devotion...

Peace and Joy to you all,

Israela

Decembel, Profession
Arnniveganies
Israela Garcia December 16, 2012
o~ & Mary Lou Narvaez December 16, 2012

Tommie Page December 16, 2012
w)) (v
Gerry Rohrkemper December 20, 1992

Decevmboy Binlhdays

Regina Lubeck December 13
Mary Lou Narvaez December 13
Martha Ramirez December 18



friendghip and fralowily

Active Fraternity Members:

In the spirit of St. Francis, let us remember our Homebound broth-
ers and sisters with gentle kindness this Christmas season. If you
haven'’t already, please deliver your Christmas gifts to your Home-
bound members.

When preparing your Christmas gifts, consider reaching out ahead
of time to ask what would bring them the most comfort or joy. A
simple question of “What do you need most?” can become a beauti-
ful act of love and solidarity. Asking ahead of time what they need
or want the most can help make your gift more meaningful.

Help keep the winter blues away. A phone call, a handwritten note,
or a brief visit can bring great warmth to a heart that may feel iso-
lated. Please let Infirmarian Linda Williams know if you need any
addresses or phone numbers for your homebound members.

Thank you to everyone who is helping to care for all of our Fraterni-
ty members. Thanks especially for these recent visits:

e Nancy Singh visited Alcaria Valdez

e Frances Lucero visited Gina Lubeck and Rena Xuereb

e Linda Williams visited Barbara Heilman and Rena Xuereb.

FOR §

ITIS IN <2<

GIVING

THAT WE RECEIVE

-ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

Reminder: 2026 Secular Franciscan Order "Q" (21st Quinquennial Congress), a national gathering for Secular
Franciscans to renew their calling and celebrate with their family. It will take place from July 29 to August 2,
2026, in Lexington, Kentucky, at the Griffin Gate Marriott Golf Resort & Spa. Early bird registration through
12/31/2025 at https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/21st-quinquennial-congress-q2026/

If you are interested in attending the "Q" and would like to be considered for help with the registration fee,
please submit a request to the St. Anthony Fraternity Council. You may send your request to Israela

at director@bailabaila.com.
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2026 tralownily Schedule

All meetings and gatherings will be held at: A Becoming Place, 1350 Lakeview Rd. SW, Albuquerque,
New Mexico 87121. All dates subject to change. Communication will be sent if a date changes.

Council Meetings Fraternity Gatherings
1/9/26 | 10:00 a.m. 1/25/26 | 1:00 - 4:00 PM
2/6/26 | 10:00 a.m. 2/22/26 | 1:00 - 4:00 PM
3/6/26 | 10:00 a.m. 3/22/26 | 2:00 - 5:00 PM
4/10/26 | 10:00 a.m. 4/26/26 | 2:00 - 5:00 PM
5/8/26 | 10:00 a.m. 5/24/26 | 2:00 - 5:00 PM
6/12/26 | 10:00 a.m. 6/28/26 | 2:00 - 5:00 PM (Picnic)
7/10/26 | 10:00 a.m. 7/26/26 | 2:00 - 5:00 PM
8/7/26 | 10:00 a.m. 8/23/26 | 2:00 - 5:00 PM
9/11/26 | 10:00 a.m. 9/27/26 | 2:00 - 5:00 PM
10/9/26 | 10:00 a.m. 10/25/26 | 2:00 - 5:00 PM
11/6/26 | 10:00 a.m. 11/22/26 | 1:00 - 4:00 PM
12/4/26 | 10:00 a.m. 12/20/26 | 1:00 - 5:00 PM

umalion Schedule [ T_\

Formator Orientation Class: January 2, 2026 1:00 to 3:00 pm at San Jose Mission - Continue on Forma-
tor Orientation Manual and FUN Manual review

Candidacy Year 2: January 10, 2026 10:00 to 12:00 pm at San Jose Mission - (FJ) Chapter 31 — Mem-
bership in the OFS

Candidacy Year 1: January 10, 2026 1:00 to 3:00 pm at San Jose Mission - (FJ) Chapter 10: The Pro-
logue to the OFS Rule (Pages 113 —121)

Candidacy Year 2: January 24, 2026 10:00 to 12:00 pm at San Jose Mission- - (FJ) Chapter 32 — Enrich-
ing the Franciscan Spirit

Candidacy Year 1: January 24, 2026 1:00 to 3:00 pm at San Jose Mission - (FUN) Chapter 12: Rule of
the OFS — God Turns to Us — Session One



ranicg Houge Minighwy is UWndeuway,

Thank you to the several Fraternity members who have helped or are scheduled to help make and
deliver Peanut Butter and Jelly sandwiches to the Francis House. Made with love, these simple sand-
wiches provide sustenance to our brothers and sisters in need and let them know that someone
cares. Clothing donations and volunteering on site are also greatly appreciated. Special thanks to
Lisa Barczak for organizing the ministry. Please note that any monetary donations for the Francis
House should be directed to Fraternity Treasurer, Adrian Montoya.

The Franics House is one of the only feeding sites open in the International District
on holidays.

If you would like to make PB&J, ham and cheese sandwiches, or soup on the holi-
days in December and January, please text or call Stella Lavis at (505) 448-5748 for
more details.

Baking cookies over the holidays? Why not make an extra batch or two for Francis House? Please
place cookies in ziplock-style bags and deliver any day the Francis House is open. The Francis House
is located at 8016 Zuni Rd. SE, Abg, NM 87108

Hours:

Mon and Tue 8 am to 10 am
Friand Sat 8 am to 12:30 pm
Sun8amto1llam

Re@lecling ow The OFS Rule

Rule Twelve

Witnessing to the good yet to come and obliged to acquire purity of heart because of the vocation they
have embraced, they should set themselves free to love God and their brothers and sisters .

Commentary (Official Commentary prepared by the USA National Spiritual Assistants' Commission.)

The result of simple living in gospel poverty is freedom to seek and share the great treasure of the kingdom:

loving God and neighbor.
6
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SAINT ANTHONY FREATERNITY #101, OFS
TWO MONTH FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR

MONTHLY NUMBEE. OF DONORES

INCOME
Regular Contributions:
Endovwment Interest:
Exception Income:
Francis House
Books/Calendars
Subtotal Exception Income (Item 3+4)
TOTAL INCOME (Items 1+2+5)
Transfer from Savings:
TOTAL DEPOSITED (Checking Acct.) (Items 6+7)

EXPENSES
RECTURRING:
Spiritual Assistant Stipend
Council Administration Supplies
Infirmarian Team (Misc. Expenses)
Formation Expenses
Newsletter Admin. Supplies/Printing
Newsletter Postage
Wehsite Fee:
Apostolate: Poor Clares (Donation)
Apostolate: Franciscan Friars (Donation)
Apostolate: Francis House Catholic Worker (Donation)
Fair Share to Regional:
Contingency Fund (Transfer to Savings)
Subtotal Recurring Expenses:

EXCEPTIONAL EXPENSES

NEC Retreat Supplies (snacks, decorations, refreshments
Withdrawal Error By Nusenda Credit Union

Subtotal Exception Expenses:

TOTAL EXPENSES (Items 9+10)

12 BEGINNING BALANCE (Checking Acet.)

ENDING BALANCE (Checking Acct.) (Ttems 8-11+12)

CONTINGENCY FUND: (Available Savings Funds)
Beginning Balance
Transfer from Expenses
Earned Dividend
TOTAL CONTINGENCY FUND

- &"'
*

2025 2025
October November fommenes
14 11 Thank you!
633.00 330,00
36.035 8304
0.00 113.00 Tobe disbursed 12182025
0.00 (.00
0.00 115.00
74195 730004
74195 730004
10:0.00 10:0.00
0.00 (.00
61 49 (.00
0.00 (.00
0.00 (.00
136.00 (.00
180.00 (.00
10:0.0:0 10:0.00
10:0.0:0 10:0.00
0.00 (.00
0.00 (.00
30.00 30,00
747 49 350,00
4464 02 (.00
0.00 1. 500,00 Reversed 12102/2025
464 02 1.500.00
1.211.51 1.850.00
443713 396757
3.967.57 284761
3,197 .61 3.248.70
30.00 30,00
1.09 1.08
3.248.70 3.200.78




Fraternity Contacts:

Minister Israela Garcia 505-450-5267  director@bailabaila.com
Vice-Minister Nancy Singh 865-389-4353 singh nancy@yahoo.com
Secretary Gerry Rohrkemper 505-873-2657 gmrsfo@aol.com
Treasurer Adrian Montoya 505-440-1203 atmontoya@yahoo.com
Formation Dir. Frances Lucero 505-321-6077 franceslucero@yahoo.com

Councilor 1 Vacant

Councilor 2 Tommie Page 505-452-0915 pagetomasita@gmail.com
Infirmarian Linda Williams 951-776-7486 WLINDAE1950@aol.com
Spiritual Assistant 505-249-5774  ghoykin@friars.us

Br. Gordon Boykin OFM

St. Anthony Fraternity

P.0O. Box 6881

Albuquerque, New Mexico
87197-6881

https://franciscansalbugquerque.sfousa.org/

Our Mission Statement

We, the fraternity of St. Anthony, inspired by the vision of St. Francis, commit
ourselves to the Gospel as our Way of Life; “Going from Gospel to Life and Life to Gospel”.
We believe that we are called to be renewed continually through the celebration of the
Eucharist and go forth to rebuild the Church through our witness.

We are the Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis (The Secular Order) in the United States
of America. We live our vocation in Our Lady of Guadalupe Empress of the
Americas Region. Our Franciscan Community is the St. Anthony Fraternity located
in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
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