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September Fraternity Gathering  

The September 28, 2025 Fraternity Gathering began prayerfully with the Liturgy of the Hours 
evening prayer. Brother Gordon offered a reflection on the Sunday Gospel, Luke 16: 19-31, a 
parable told by Jesus about a selfish rich man and a poor man named Lazarus. The rich man 
died and went to the netherworld, while poor Lazarus was carried to heaven by the angels.  
 

The Fraternity read together and discussed Chapter 2, “Simplicity” (pages 26-31) 
from the book The Lessons of St Francis by John Michael Talbot. Great conversation 
about how “Food, clothing, and shelter are three basic needs, but in many people’s 
lives, these needs are overgrown and uncontrolled” (p.26).  The Fraternity contem-
plated how a portion of each member’s surplus could benefit others with less, and a 
challenge was issued for each Fraternity member to bring many clothing items to the next 
gathering for distribution to the unhoused and poor by the Francis House volunteers.  

October 3, 2025 Transitus 
 

Several members of the Fraternity gathered at Holy Family Church in Albuquerque for a special 
memorial of St. Francis’ Transitus. Several Franciscan Friars, along with members of the St. An-
thony and Espiritu Santo SFO Fraternities, participated in the bilingual program. Minister       
Israela Garcia, OFS, portrayed St. Clare, and Adrian Montoya, OFS, served as one of the narra-
tors. It was a special evening that enabled all present to meditate on the life and death of our 
Seraphic     father, St. Francis. A lovely reception followed at the church hall.  Learn more about 
the  Transitus here: www.secularfranciscansusa.org/transitus-of-st-francis/ 

http://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/transitus-of-st-francis/


 

                                                                                                                       
  
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                             
 
                                                                                                                             
 
 
 
                                                                                                                             
 

 

 

 

      

Important Dates and Reminders 
 

 

October 

• Council Meeting October 10 at 10:00 a.m. at A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd SW 

• Fraternity Gathering:  October 26  2:00 p.m. at A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd SW 

Please bring to gathering:  

• Christian Prayer book for the Liturgy of the Hours. 

• The Lessons of St Francis by John Michael Talbot. The October gathering will focus on Chapter 2 

“Simplicity,” (only pages 32-35). Fraternity members will share insights from their readings 

at the gathering.  

• OFS Ritual book 

• Donations of non-perishable food for the St. Felix Food Pantry. Please consider including     

protein-based canned items like chicken, pasta with meat, peanut butter, tuna and similar.  

• New or gently used adult clothing donations for the Francis House on Zuni St. Items most in 

need: men’s and women’s clothing, socks, underwear and shoes or sandals. Please pray for the 

ministry of the Francis House which assists vulnerable residents of Albuquerque.   
 

Our Fraternity Meal will be hosted by Hospitality Group 3: 
Israela Garcia, Gina Lubeck, Frances Lucero, Adrian Montoya, Nancy Singh, Felicie Truscio, Linda Williams 
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Council Meetings Fraternity Gatherings 

11/7/25 | 10:00 a.m. 11/16/25 | **1:00 - 4:00 PM** 

** Note new time in November.** 

12/5/25 | 10:00 a.m. 12/21/25 | 1:00 - 4:00 PM 

Upcoming Meetings 

Meeting Location: A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd SW 

Our Fraternity’s August  
donation to the St. Felix Pantry 
was 39 pounds of food. 

December Fraternity meal will be hosted by Hospitality Group 2: 
 Mary Lou Narvaez, Angela Ortiz, Reina Romero, Gerry Rohrkemper, Geri Salazar, Rex and    
Jeannette Schlicher, Ann Sims, and Lisa Trujillo 

November Fraternity meal will be hosted by Hospitality Group 1: 
Lisa Barczak, Consuelo Chavez, Viviane Gonzales, Felis Otero- Armijo, Tommie Page, Bill Parras, 
Martha Ramirez, Ernestine Sedillo  

For your generosity in supporting those most  
in need in our community.  



Minister’s Message 
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October Birthdays  
 Jeannette Feldman, OFS  October 10 

Gerry Rohrkemper, OFS  October 30 

Paz y Bien, 
 
As he lay dying, Francis said: 
 
“I have done what is mine; may Christ teach you what is yours!” 
 
Every once in a while, I have to remind myself of our Father Francis’ words… I wonder if Francis knew what 
God was asking of him from the beginning. We are told that he did not. 
 
We pray for guidance from our Lord expecting that we will hear Him immediately. What is Christ teaching 
us? What is ours to do? I believe there is no simple or clear answer to those questions. 
 
I have come to understand that we do not understand. What I know for sure is that we are called to live 
the Gospel in humility, joy and love. I know that we cannot hear God’s promptings unless we are listening. 
I know that we cannot witness the Gospel of Jesus Christ unless we are serving. And I know that we cannot 
share the fire of the Holy Spirit unless we ourselves are burning with love. This is what we must do every 
day in order to even begin to do what is ours. Call it “daily conversion” (wink, wink).  
 
As we move through the 800 th Centenary celebrations, we trade The Canticle of the Creatures for The 
Easter of St. Francis. By his Easter, Francis had it figured out: “I have done what is mine; may Christ teach 
you what is yours!” 
 
May we continue to learn from our Seraphic Father how we can follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ 
without being deterred by life’s distractions. Francis followed in Christ’s footsteps, and we follow in     
Francis’ footsteps with an open heart and an open mind so that we might begin to understand what is ours 
to do. 
 

Peace, 
Your servant minister, Israela 

Dolores Cortez, OFS  October 3, 1998 

Joanne Elfers, OFS  October 4, 1993 

*Arthur Lente, OFS  October 4, 1945*  

(*80 years professed!*) 

Adrian Montoya, OFS  October 22, 2023 

Nancy Singh, OFS  October 2, 2001 

Felicie Truscio, OFS  October 22, 2023 

Alcaria Valdez, OFS  October 29, 1989 

Rena Xuereb, OFS  October 24, 1993 

Victor Xuereb , OFS  October 24, 1993 

October Profession Anniversaries  

Rest in Peace 
 Erma D. Lente, OFS passed peacefully 

on October 12, 2025.  

She was 97 years old. 

www.trujillofunerals.com/obituaries/erma-lente 

http://www.trujillofunerals.com/obituaries/erma-lente


Save the Dates 

 

Inquirers Retreat—October 11, 2025 
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On November 1, 2025, a Border Mass will be held in El Paso, Texas at 10 a.m. at the Old Fort Bliss Historical 
Marker, 1828-1844 West Paisano Dr., El Paso, TX, 7992 (Near DONIPHAN PARK). For more information, call 
915-872-8422 or 915-872-8414. 

The International Day of Secular Franciscan Solidarity will be recognized on, November 17, 2025 the feast of 
St. Elizabeth of Hungary. For more information, see the email sent to you titled, "NAFRA-RVM International Day 
of Secular Franciscan Solidarity." 

A successful Inquirer’s  Re-

treat was held on  Saturday, 

October 11, for Yolanda 

Chavez, Ryan McRae, and 

Angela Ortiz at the Casa 

Guadalupe - Franciscan  

Studio at 1204 Stinson St 

SW in Albuquerque.  

Pictured at left is Brother 

Gordon Boykin, OFM, For-

mation Director, Frances 

Lucero, OFM, Inquirers    

Angela Ortiz, Yolanda 

Chavez, and Ryan McRae. 

Thank you to all who helped 

prepare for and participate in 

the Retreat! 

The Rite of Admission for 

the Inquirers will be held on 

October 26, 2025 at the 

Gathering. 



Formation Schedule 
October 
Rite of Admission: October 26, 2025 at the Fraternity Gathering, A Becoming Place 
 

• Formator Class 4 October 24, 2025  from 1pm to 3pm at MORENO Hall (San Felipe Church) continue on FUN  
Manual and Formation Orientation Manual 

• Candidacy (2nd year) - October 25, 2025 from 10 am to 12 pm at MORENO Hall (San Felipe Church)  FJ Chapter 
30: Fraternity Life  

• Inquiry October 25, 2025 from 1 to 3pm at MORENO Hall (San Felipe Church) LOH - Session II 

November 
• Candidacy (2nd Year) November 8, 2925 10 am to 12pm at San Jose Mission (FUN)  Chapter 18: Francis      

and Fraternity (Handout) 
• Candidacy (1st Year) November 8, 2025 1pm to 3pm  at San Jose Mission (FJ) Chapter 10: Candidacy in        

the OFS/ Guidelines (Pages 111-112 plus handouts)  
• Candidacy (2nd Year) November 22, 2025 10 am to 12pm at San Jose Mission (FJ) Chapter 31 Membership    

in the OFS 
• Candidacy (1st Year) November 22, 2025 1pm to 3pm at San Jose Mission(FJ) Chapter 10: Prologue         

(Pages 113-121)  5 

21st Quinquennial Congress 

You can register for the 21st 

Quinquennial Congress by 

scanning the QR Code on the 

left or using the link below. 

 

Registration link:  https://

www.secularfranciscansusa.o

rg/21st-quinquennial-

congress-q2026/ 

Friendship and  Fraternity 

Pat Rocco, Linda Williams and Mary Lou    

Narvaez enjoyed the pleasure of one          

another’s company on September 25, 2025  

in  Rio Rancho, NM.  

https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/21st-quinquennial-congress-q2026/
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/21st-quinquennial-congress-q2026/
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/21st-quinquennial-congress-q2026/
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/21st-quinquennial-congress-q2026/
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Reflecting on the OFS Rule  
Rule Ten 

Uniting themselves to the redemptive obedience of Jesus, who placed his will into the Father’s hands, let 

them faithfully fulfil the duties proper to their various circumstances of life . Let them also follow the poor 

and crucified Christ, witness to him even in difficulties and persecutions.  

Commentary (Official Commentary prepared by the USA National Spiritual Assistants' Commission.) 

 The first phase of evangelizing shows how the Secular Franciscans live in this world. Those who go "from 

gospel to life" have simple living, an experience of togetherness, and selfless service as qualities of everyday 

living. 

 Simple living begins with the choice to unite with Christ so intensely that one is willing to share even his pas-

sion: the burdens of hardship and pain within oneself or from outside sources. 

Letter from the Poor Clares 



  

Treasurer’s Report 
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Fraternity Contacts:   

Minister   Israela Garcia 505-450-5267 director@bailabaila.com 

Vice-Minister   Nancy Singh 865-389-4353 singh_nancy@yahoo.com 

Secretary   Gerry Rohrkemper 505-873-2657 gmrsfo@aol.com 

Treasurer   Adrian Montoya 505-440-1203 atmontoya@yahoo.com 

Formation Dir. Frances Lucero 505-321-6077 franceslucero@yahoo.com 

Councilor 1   Vacant   

Councilor 2  Tommie Page 505-452-0915 pagetomasita@gmail.com 

Infirmarian   Linda Williams 951-776-7486 WLINDAE1950@aol.com 

Spiritual Assistant    

Br. Gordon Boykin  OFM 

 

505-249-5774  gboykin@friars.us 

                                                               Our Mission Statement 

   We, the fraternity of St. Anthony, inspired by the vision of St. Francis, commit  

ourselves to the Gospel as our Way of Life; “Going from Gospel to Life and Life to Gospel”. 

We believe that we are called to be renewed continually through the celebration of the  

Eucharist and go forth to rebuild the Church through our witness. 

 

   We are the Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis (The Secular Order) in the United States 

of America.  We live our vocation in Our Lady of Guadalupe Empress of the  

Americas Region.  Our Franciscan Community is the St. Anthony Fraternity located 

in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

 

St. Anthony Fraternity 

P.O. Box 6881 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

             87197-6881 

https://franciscansalbuquerque.sfousa.org/  

 

 

https://franciscansalbuquerque.sfousa.org/

