
St. Anthony Fraternity Newsletter  

                January 2026      

 December Fraternity Gathering  

The December 21, 2025 Fraternity Gathering began with a prayer service meditating on Christ-
mas at Greccio. The Fraternity members participated in “Back to Greccio: a Franciscan prayer 
service based on Celano’s account of the First Creche.”  
 
St. Francis wanted people to experience the reality of the Incarnation, the night our Savior and 
God became one of us. The Fraternity imagined what it must have felt like to be in Greccio that 
night in 1223 AD. The Fraternity prayed, “Jesus, light of the world, open our hearts to the mira-
cle of the Incarnation….You chose to come to us as a poor and vulnerable newborn baby, born 
into the silence and pain of poverty. As we gaze upon the simplicity and utter humility of the 
creche, may it remind us that service to our brothers and sisters is an invitation to serve You in 
our world.”  
 
The Fraternity sang songs, including Oh, Come All Ye Faithful, Away in a Manger, and Joy to 
the World, and read from the Gospel of Luke. It was a meaningful and moving reflection of all 
St. Francis set out to portray in the first-ever live Nativity scene and the miraculous vision of 
the Christ child in the cave in Greccio.  
 
The Fraternity further contemplated the humble birth of Jesus by selecting various pieces from 
the full nativity scene and shared how each embodied a special meaning.  

St. Francis, portrayed by Adrian Montoya, OFS, 

encounters perfect joy holding the Christ child.   

Brother Gorden Boykin, OFM, Spiritual Asst., Nancy Singh, OFS, Vice Min-

ister, Gerry Rohrkemper, OFS, Secretary, Lisa Trujillo, Candidate, and 

Reina Romero, Candidate, read their parts of the Christmas at Greccio 

reenactment.  



 

                                                                                                                       
  
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                             
 
                                                                                                                             
 
 
 
                                                                                                                             
 

 

 

 

      

Important Dates and Reminders 
 

 

January 

• Council Meeting:  January 9 at 10:00 a.m. at A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd SW 

• Fraternity Gathering:  January 25  1:00 p.m. at A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd  

Our January Fraternity Meal will be hosted by Hospitality Group 1 (list below).  Thank you!  
 

Please bring to the gathering:  

• OFS Ritual book and The Lessons of St Francis by John Michael Talbot. The Janu-

ary gathering will focus on Chapter 3, “Joy,” (only pages 40-43). Fraternity mem-

bers will share insights from their readings at the gathering.  

• Donations of non-perishable food for the St. Felix Food Pantry. Please consider 

including protein-based canned items such as chicken, pasta with meat, peanut butter, tuna, 

and similar.  

• Donations for the Francis House on Zuni St. Blankets are most in need by the guests served. 

New and gently used sweat pants, shoes, and coats are also needed. Please pray for the minis-

try of the Francis House, which assists vulnerable residents of Albuquerque.  See page 6 for a 

special message to the Fraternity from Francis House Founder, Glenn Rosendale. 
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Our Fraternity’s December  
donation to the St. Felix Pantry 
was 20 pounds of food. 

For your generosity in supporting those most  
in need in our community.  

 
 
January Fraternity meal will be hosted by Hospitality Group 1: 
Lisa Barczak, Consuelo Chavez, Adrian Montoya, Felis Otero-Armijo, Tommie Page, Martha 
Ramirez, Lisa Trujillo-Montoya 
 
February Fraternity meal will be hosted by Hospitality Group 2: 
Mary Lou Narvaez, Angela Ortiz, Reina Romero, Gerry Rohrkemper, Geri Salazar, Rex and 
Jeannette Schlicher, and Ann Sims 

Please see page 4 

for the 2026  

Hospitality 

Groups lists. 

Council Meetings Fraternity Gatherings 

2/6/26| 10:00 a.m. 2/22/26 | 1:00 - 4:00 PM 

3/6/26 | 10:00 a.m. 3/22/26 | **2:00 - 5:00 PM** (new time) 

Upcoming Meetings 

Meeting Location: A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd SW 



Minister’s Message 
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My dearest sisters and brothers in Christ and Francis, 
 
Did you know that Pope Leo XIV proclaimed a Franciscan Jubilee Year to commemorate the 800th Anni-
versary of the death of our Seraphic Father?  As you know, Franciscans around the world have been cele-
brating the 800th Centenaries of St. Francis’ Rule, Greccio, Stigmata, Canticle of the Creatures – and now – 
The Easter of Francis of Assisi.  We began our celebrations in 2023 and have come to the Easter of Francis 
of Assisi with a wonderful year-long celebration in this year of Grace. 
 

I encourage all Franciscans to read Pope Leo’s entire letter and meditate on the prayer that Pope Leo XIV 

composed in honor of our brother Francis.  Below is an excerpt of the:  LETTER OF THE HOLY FA-

THER LEO XIV TO THE MINISTERS GENERAL OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE FRANCIS-

CAN FAMILY ON THE OCCASION OF THE OPENING OF THE EIGHTH CENTENARY OF 

THE DEATH OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI  Letter of the Holy Father Leo XIV to the Ministers Gen-

eral of the Conference of the Franciscan Family on the occasion of the opening of the Eighth Centenary of 

the death of St. Francis of Assisi [Assisi, 10 January 2026] 
 

In this Year of Grace, I wish to offer you a prayer that Saint Francis of Assisi may continue to instill in all 
of us perfect joy and harmony: 
 

Saint Francis, our brother, you who eight hundred years ago 
went to meet Sister Death as a man at peace, 

intercede for us before the Lord. 
You recognized true peace in the Crucifix of San Damiano, 

teach us to seek in Him the source of all reconciliation 
that breaks down every wall. 

You who, unarmed, crossed the lines of war 
and misunderstanding, 

give us the courage to build bridges 
where the world raises up boundaries. 

In this time afflicted by conflict and division, 
intercede for us so that we may become peacemakers: 

unarmed and disarming witnesses of the peace that comes from Christ. 
Amen 

 

With these sentiments, I express my fervent wishes for good, especially for all of you who follow the char-
ism of the Poverello of Assisi and for those who will commemorate the anniversary of his dies natalis in 
various ways, while I cordially impart my desired Apostolic Blessing. 
From the Vatican, 7 January 2026 

LEO PP. XIV 
 

Please take time to explore the treasures of this special time for us as Franciscans in which we can appreci-
ate the graces and gifts that are ours through our profession to the OFS. Take part in obtaining the plenary 
indulgence until January 10th of next year (2027). Remember that to obtain this grace the faithful must meet 
the conditions of Sacramental Confession, Communion, Prayer for the Intentions of the Pope and by mak-
ing a pilgrimage to a Franciscan Church or place of worship dedicated to St. Francis. The elderly, sick and 
those who cannot leave their homes may obtain the plenary indulgence by spiritually joining in the Jubilee 
celebrations and offering their prayers, pains and sufferings to God. 
 
Your sister in the service of Christ through Francis, 
Israela 

https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260107-lettera-morte-sf.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260107-lettera-morte-sf.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/letters/2026/documents/20260107-lettera-morte-sf.html


Consuelo Chavez  January 28, 2018 
Felis Otero-Armijo  January 28, 2018 

 

**20 Year Anniversaries ** 
Jeannette Feldman  January 22, 2006 

John Fishel  January 22, 2006 
Nancy Fishel  January 22, 2006 

Gloria Quesada  January 22, 2006 
Pat Rocco  January 22, 2006 
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2026 Hospitality Groups 

Friendship and Fraternity 

Please note, a few updates have been made to the 2026 Hospitality Groups. Please also note that the last 
several gatherings have averaged about 21 attendees, which may be helpful info for planning meals. 

 
Hospitality Group 1: 
Lisa Barczak, Consuelo Chavez, Adrian Montoya, Felis Otero-Armijo, Tommie Page, Martha Ramirez, Lisa 
Trujillo-Montoya 
 
Hospitality Group 2: 
Mary Lou Narvaez, Angela Ortiz, Reina Romero, Gerry Rohrkemper, Geri Salazar, Rex and 
Jeannette Schlicher, Ann Sims 
 
Hospitality Group 3: 
Israela Garcia, Gina Lubeck, Frances Lucero,  Ryan McRae, Nancy Singh, Felicie Truscio, Linda Williams 
 
 

January Birthdays  

 
 Matty Miguel  January 4 

Yolanda Chavez  January 6 
Br. Gordon Boykin, OFM  January 19 
Jeannette Schlicher, OFS  January 21 

Reina Romero  January 24 
Michael O’Hearn, OFS  January 29 

Thank you to everyone who visited with the homebound members of the Fraternity in 

December.  Fraternity Minister, Israela Garcia, visited with Fraternity members, Dolores 

Cortez (left) and Elizabeth Chavez (right). 

January Profession  

Anniversaries  
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Formation Schedule 
All Sessions held at San Jose Mission. 
 
Candidacy 2 
• January 24, 2026 10am -12pm 
 (FJ) Chapter 32 – Enriching the Franciscan Spirit 
 

• February 14, 2026 10am - 12pm 
 (FJ) Chapter 33 – Franciscan Family Connections 
 

• February 28, 2026 10am - 12pm 
 (C) FUN-Chapter 21– History of the Rule 
 
Candidacy 1 
• January 24, 2026 1pm - 3pm 

(C) FUN - Chapter 12: Rule of the OFS -God Turns to Us – Session One 
 

• February 14, 2026 1pm - 3pm 
(C) FUN – Chapter 12: Rule of the OFS – We Turn to God –  Session Two 
 

• February 28, 2026 1pm - 3pm 
(C) FUN-Chapter 12: Rule of the OFS - We Turn to Others – Session Three 

Formator Orientation Class 
January 30, 2026 1pm - 3pm 
 
Facilitation and Formator    
Status on study materials 
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Reflecting on the OFS Rule  
Rule Thirteen 

As the Father sees in every person the features of his Son, the firstborn of many brothers and sisters, so the 

Secular Franciscans with a gentle and courteous spirit accept all people as a gift of the Lord and an image 

of Christ. A sense of community will make them joyful and ready to place themselves on an equal basis 

with all people, especially with the lowly for whom they shall strive to create conditions of life worthy of 

people redeemed by Christ.  

Commentary (Official Commentary prepared by the USA National Spiritual Assistants' Commission.) 

Hand in hand with simple living is coming to recognize that in Christ all are equally brothers and sisters. 

There is no room for prejudice or exclusiveness in the Franciscan way of life. In fact, the sense of community 

and the will toward community compel the Secular Franciscans to discover Christ in everyone, especially the 

lowly and poor and disadvantaged.  

Thank you for Francis House Ministry  
 

https://sfo.franciscans.org.au/rulesconst/commentary.htm


  

Treasurer’s Report 
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Fraternity Contacts:   

Minister   Israela Garcia 505-450-5267 director@bailabaila.com 

Vice-Minister   Nancy Singh 865-389-4353 singh_nancy@yahoo.com 

Secretary   Gerry Rohrkemper 505-873-2657 gmrsfo@aol.com 

Treasurer   Adrian Montoya 505-440-1203 atmontoya@yahoo.com 

Formation Dir. Frances Lucero 505-321-6077 franceslucero@yahoo.com 

Councilor 1   Vacant   

Councilor 2  Tommie Page 505-452-0915 pagetomasita@gmail.com 

Infirmarian   Linda Williams 951-776-7486 WLINDAE1950@aol.com 

Spiritual Assistant    

Br. Gordon Boykin  OFM 

 

505-249-5774  gboykin@friars.us 

                                                               Our Mission Statement 

   We, the fraternity of St. Anthony, inspired by the vision of St. Francis, commit  

ourselves to the Gospel as our Way of Life; “Going from Gospel to Life and Life to Gospel.” 

We believe that we are called to be renewed continually through the celebration of the  

Eucharist and go forth to rebuild the Church through our witness. 

 

   We are the Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis (The Secular Order) in the United States 

of America.  We live our vocation in Our Lady of Guadalupe Empress of the  

Americas Region.  Our Franciscan Community is the St. Anthony Fraternity located 

in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

 

St. Anthony Fraternity 

P.O. Box 6881 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

             87197-6881 

https://franciscansalbuquerque.sfousa.org/  

 

 

https://franciscansalbuquerque.sfousa.org/

