
St. Anthony Fraternity Newsletter  

                February 2026      

 January Fraternity Gathering  

 
Due to frigid temperatures and snow throughout the city, the January 25, 2026 gathering 
was smaller in size as many fraternity members stayed safely at home instead of braving 
the elements.  Minister Israela Garcia excused those who were not able to make the 
drive to the gathering place. 
 
The smaller group who met began with a prayer service for the Liturgy of Hours 
evening prayer led by Second Year Candidates Lisa Barczak and Reina Romero.  
 

Next, the fraternity continued its study of the book The Lessons of 
St. Francis, chapter 3: Joy (pages 40 to the top of page 44).  The 
fraternity shared their reflections on the reading in meaningful dia-
logue. Brother Gordon helped answer members’ questions along the way. (Please 
see page 2 for instructions related to the book for the February gathering.) 
 
Brother Gordon shared his message on the Writings of the Church and shared his 

thoughts on the day’s Gospel.  
 
Lastly, as part of the formation portion of the gathering, the members read and discussed the 
January 23, 2026 Formation Friday handout: Focus on the Admonitions (IV, VI. IX)  
 
IV: Let No One Make Being Over Others His Own 
I did not come to be served, but to serve, says the Lord. Mt 20:28 
Let those who are placed over others boast about that position as much as they would if they 
were assigned the duty of washing the feet of their brothers. And if they are more upset at hav-
ing their place over others taken away from them than at losing their position at their feet, the 
more they store up a money bag Jn 12:6 to the peril of their soul. 
 
VI: Imitation of Christ 
Let all of us, brothers, consider the Good Shepherd Who bore the suffering of the cross to save 
His sheep. The Lord’s sheep followed Him in tribulation and persecution, in shame and hunger, 
in weakness and temptation, and in other ways; and for these things they received eternal life 
from the Lord. Therefore, it is a great shame for us, the servants of God, that the saints have ac-
complished great things and we want only to receive glory and honor by recounting them. 
 
IX: Love 
The Lord says: Love your enemies [do good to those who hate you and pray for those who per-
secute and slander you]. Mt 5:44 For that person truly loves his enemy who is not hurt by an 
injury done to him, but, because of love of God, is stung by the sin of his soul. Let him show 
him love by his deeds. 
 
 
 
 



 

                                                                                                                       
  
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                             
 
                                                                                                                             
 
 
 
                                                                                                                             
 

 

 

 

      

Important Dates and Reminders 
 

 

February 

• Council Meeting:  February 6 at 10:00 a.m. at A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd SW 

• Fraternity Gathering:  February 22  1:00 p.m. at A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd  

Our February Fraternity Meal will be hosted by Hospitality Group 2 (list below). Thank you!  
 

Please READ BEFORE the gathering:  

• The Lessons of St Francis by John Michael Talbot pages 44 to 53. This will com-

plete Chapter 3, “Joy.” Fraternity members will share insights from their read-

ings at the February gathering.  

Please bring any donations you can make to these ministries: 

• Donations of non-perishable food for the St. Felix Food Pantry. Please consider including pro-

tein-based canned items such as chicken, pasta with meat, peanut butter, tuna, and similar.  

• Donations for the Francis House on Zuni St. Blankets are most in need by the guests served. 

New and gently used sweat pants, shoes, and coats are also needed. Please pray for the        

ministry of the Francis House, which assists vulnerable residents of Albuquerque.   
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Fraternity members donated a total of 576 
pounds of food to the St. Felix pantry n 
2025! 
Our Fraternity’s January 2026 donation to 
the St. Felix Pantry was 18 pounds of food. For your generosity in supporting those most  

in need in our community.  

 
 
February Fraternity meal will be hosted by Hospitality Group 2: 
Mary Lou Narvaez, Angela Ortiz, Reina Romero, Gerry Rohrkemper, Geri Salazar, Rex and 
Jeannette Schlicher, and Ann Sims (Gerry will be reaching out to the group by phone.) 
 
March Fraternity meal will be hosted by Hospitality Group 3: 
Israela Garcia, Gina Lubeck, Frances Lucero,  Ryan McRae, Nancy Singh, Felicie Truscio, Lin-
da Williams 

Please see page 4 

for the 2026  

Hospitality 

Groups lists. 

Council Meetings Fraternity Gatherings 

3/6/26| 10:00 a.m. 3/22/26 | **2:00 - 5:00 PM** (new time) 

4/10/26 | 10:00 a.m. 4/26/26 | **2:00 - 5:00 PM** (new time) 

Upcoming Meetings 

Meeting Location: A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd SW 



Minister’s Message 
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Update from Gina Lubeck on Inhora— The only nonprofit hospice home with 24/7 care-giving in Albuquerque 

serving New Mexico.  https://www.inhora.org/ 

“Truly this place of living in rest to death carries the Spirit of dignity for all humans from death to life.  It's 

chapel has been gifted with the Eucharistic sacrament and it's candles are glowing all day long in honor of our 

Blessed Lord.” 

Gina sends her thanks for Lisa Barczak for providing her with transportation to Inhora. 

Peace and all good to the brothers and sisters of St. Anthony Fraternity #101! 

We are now in another Lenten season.  We are presented with many opportunities to pray, fast and 
be charitable.  As Franciscans, these are all ways in which we should already be serving God, our 
families and our neighbors. 

 

How did St. Francis serve God?  We know that Father Francis wanted to be so much like Jesus that 
he accepted the Stigmata in order to suffer as Jesus suffered.  That is a whole lot more than pray-
ing, fasting and almsgiving.  Francis was called to do more – and he did.  We follow Francis because 
we want to be like Francis.  If we want to be like Francis, then we must want to be like Jesus 
too!  Jesus offers us so many opportunities to be like Him.  We may not receive the Stigmata that 
Francis received, but there are other stigmatas – or scars/sufferings – in our life experiences.  There 
are not only physical sufferings, but the emotional scars that we all carry.  We are called to unite 
our sufferings to Christ’s sufferings for forgiveness of our sins and the sins of the whole 
world.  What a beautiful way to serve God, our families and our neighbors… 

 

How did St. Francis serve his family and neighbors?  We know that Father Francis rejected his family 
home and that he spent some of his life as a hermit.  So, how did he serve his family and neigh-
bors?  Well, Francis had another family – first, his Franciscan brothers; then, his Franciscan sisters; 
and later, the rest of the Franciscan family who carry on his charisms.  He served them, and us, by 
loving the Gospel and by living the Gospel.  He became the Founder and Father of our entire Fran-
ciscan family by doing these two simple things.  In his example and Rule for us, he serves us still. 

 

This Lent and beyond, may we live our OFS profession as Franciscans with love and grace toward 
one another and with everyone we encounter.  In this way, we can serve God, our families and our 
neighbors. 

 

May we all have a blessed Lent – your sister in Christ and Francis, 

Israela 

https://www.inhora.org/
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**25th Year Anniversaries ** 
Carol Ann Dzienis February 2, 2001 

Ed Dzienis February 2, 2001 
 

Belated congratulations to  
Linda Willimas for her profession  
anniversary on January 23, 2022. 

2026 Hospitality Groups 
Reminder: a few updates have been made to the 2026 Hospitality Groups. Please also note that the last 
several gatherings have averaged about 21 attendees, which may be helpful info for planning meals. 

 
Hospitality Group 1: 
Lisa Barczak, Consuelo Chavez, Adrian Montoya, Felis Otero-Armijo, Tommie Page, Martha Ramirez, Lisa 
Trujillo-Montoya 
 
Hospitality Group 2: 
Mary Lou Narvaez, Angela Ortiz, Reina Romero, Gerry Rohrkemper, Geri Salazar, Rex and 
Jeannette Schlicher, Ann Sims 
 
Hospitality Group 3: 
Israela Garcia, Gina Lubeck, Frances Lucero,  Ryan McRae, Nancy Singh, Felicie Truscio, Linda Williams 
 
 

February Birthdays  
 

 Joanne Elfers February 3 
Lydia Wroten February 19 

Ed Dzienis February 24 
Adrian Montoya February 28 

February Profession  

Anniversaries  
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Formation Schedule 
All Sessions held at the San Jose Mission at 2110 Los Luceros Rd. NW. 
 
Candidacy 2 
• February 14, 2026 10am - 12pm 

(FJ) Chapter 32 – Enriching the Franciscan Spirit 
(FJ) Chapter 33 – Franciscan Family Connections 

 

• February 28, 2026 10am - 12pm 
 (C) FUN-Chapter 21– History of the Rule 
 
Candidacy 1 
• February 14, 2026 1pm - 3pm 

(C) FUN - Chapter 12: Rule of the OFS -God Turns to Us – Session One 
 

• February 28, 2026 1pm - 3pm 
(C) FUN – Chapter 12: Rule of the OFS – We Turn to God –  Session Two 
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Reflecting on the OFS Rule  
Rule Fourteen 

Secular Franciscans, together with all people of good will, are called to build a more fraternal and evan-

gelical world so that the kingdom of God may be brought about more effectively. Mindful that anyone 

“who follows Christ, the perfect man, becomes more of a man himself”, let them exercise their responsi-

bilities competently in Christian spirit of service.  

 

Commentary (Official Commentary prepared by the USA National Spiritual Assistants' Commission.) 

The natural consequence to simple living and a sense of community is selfless serves. Secular Franciscans 

expend themselves by using their special talents, competence, and responsibility. Thus, they bring to oth-

ers the experience of God and the hope for achieving their full humanity.  

Our 2026 St. Anthony  Fraternity Annual Financial Report has been submitted to the Region and it is 

available to Fraternity members. Please let Adrian Montoya, Treasurer, know if you would like an 

email copy or a paper copy.  Adrian can be reached at atmontoya@yahoo.com or 505-440-1203. 

Treasurer’s Note  

Our St. Anthony Fraternity will have 

a visitation from the Regional     

Council on:  

June 20, 2026, beginning at 9:00 a.m.  

Make plans now to participate!  

We will involve ourselves in the life of our Fraternity 

each month, in an effort to build a stronger commu-

nity and as an expression of our commitment to our 

Franciscan Profession.  

By our actions and our speech, we will show others 

that we are followers of the Gospel, by setting a good 

example and striving to be peacemakers in our       

society and within our own families.  

Excerpts from the Secular Franciscan Statement of 

Commitment  

Save the Date 

https://sfo.franciscans.org.au/rulesconst/commentary.htm


  

Treasurer’s Report 
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Fraternity Contacts:   

Minister   Israela Garcia 505-450-5267 director@bailabaila.com 

Vice-Minister   Nancy Singh 865-389-4353 singh_nancy@yahoo.com 

Secretary   Gerry Rohrkemper 505-873-2657 gmrsfo@aol.com 

Treasurer   Adrian Montoya 505-440-1203 atmontoya@yahoo.com 

Formation Dir. Frances Lucero 505-321-6077 franceslucero@yahoo.com 

Councilor 1   Vacant   

Councilor 2  Tommie Page 505-452-0915 pagetomasita@gmail.com 

Infirmarian   Linda Williams 951-776-7486 WLINDAE1950@aol.com 

Spiritual Assistant    

Br. Gordon Boykin  OFM 

 

505-249-5774  gboykin@friars.us 

                                                               Our Mission Statement 

   We, the fraternity of St. Anthony, inspired by the vision of St. Francis, commit  

ourselves to the Gospel as our Way of Life; “Going from Gospel to Life and Life to Gospel.” 

We believe that we are called to be renewed continually through the celebration of the  

Eucharist and go forth to rebuild the Church through our witness. 

 

   We are the Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis (The Secular Order) in the United States 

of America.  We live our vocation in Our Lady of Guadalupe Empress of the  

Americas Region.  Our Franciscan Community is the St. Anthony Fraternity located 

in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

 

St. Anthony Fraternity 

P.O. Box 6881 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

             87197-6881 

https://franciscansalbuquerque.sfousa.org/  

 

 

https://franciscansalbuquerque.sfousa.org/

