
St. Anthony Fraternity Newsletter  

                April 2026      

 March Fraternity Gathering  
The March 22, 2026 Gathering began with a prayerful reading of the Little Office 
of the Passion with Psalm 7 by St. Francis of Assisi. 
 
The Little Office of the Passion (also known as The Geste of the Great King) is a 
devotional office created by Francis of Assisi as a complement to the Divine 
Office of the Roman Catholic Church. It is one of the most popular prayer books 
for those following in the footsteps of Franciscan Spirituality.  
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty, 
who is and who was and who is to come 
Let us praise and exalt God above all forever. 
 
Lord our God, you are worthy to receive praise and glory and honor and blessing. 
Let us praise and exalt God above all forever. 
 
The Lamb who was slain is worthy to receive power and  
divinity and wisdom and strength, and honor and glory and 
blessing. 
Let us praise and exalt God above all forever. 
 
Let us bless the Father and the Son with the Holy Spirit: 
Let us praise and exalt God above all forever. 
 
Bless the Lord, all you works of the Lord. 
Let us praise and exalt God above all forever. 
 
Sing praise to our God, all you his servants and you who fear God, 
the small and the great. 
Let us praise and exalt God above all forever. 
 
Let heaven and earth praise him who is glorious. 
Let us praise and exalt God above all forever. 
 
And every creature that is in heaven and on earth and under earth 
and in the sea and those which are in them. 
Let us praise and exalt God above all forever. 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: 
Let us praise and exalt God above all forever. 
 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 
Let us praise and exalt God above all forever. 
Amen. 
 
 



 

                                                                                                                       
  
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                             
 
                                                                                                                             
 
 
 
                                                                                                                             
 

 

 

 

      

Important Dates and Reminders 
 

 

April 

• Council Meeting:  April 10 at 10:00 a.m. at A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd SW 

• Fraternity Gathering: April 26  **2:00 p.m.** at A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd  

Our April Fraternity Meal will be hosted by Hospitality Group 1 (list below). Thank you!  
 

• Please bring The Lessons of St Francis book by John Michael Talbot  

• Please bring Christian Prayer Book to the March Gathering.  

 

Please bring any donations you can make to these ministries: 

• Donations of non-perishable food for the St. Felix Food Pantry. Please consider including pro-

tein-based canned items such as chicken, pasta with meat, peanut butter, tuna, and similar.  

• Donations for the Francis House on Zuni St. New and gently used sweat pants, shoes, and new 

underwear are most in need by the guests served. Please pray for the  ministry of the Francis 

House, which assists vulnerable residents of Albuquerque.   
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Our Fraternity’s March 2026  
donation to the St. Felix Pantry 
was 73 pounds of food! 

For your generosity in supporting those most  
in need in our community.  

 
April Fraternity meal will be hosted by Hospitality Group 1: 
Lisa Barczak, Consuelo Chavez, Adrian Montoya, Felis Otero-Armijo, Tommie Page, Martha 
Ramirez, Lisa Trujillo-Montoya 
 

May Fraternity meal will be hosted by Hospitality Group 2: 
Angela Ortiz, Reina Romero, Gerry Rohrkemper, Geri Salazar, Rex and Jeannette Schlicher, Ann 
Sims 
 
 
 
 

Council Meetings Fraternity Gatherings 

5/8/26 | 10:00 a.m. 5/24/26 | **2:00 - 5:00 PM**  

6/12/26 | 10:00 a.m. 6/26/26 | **2:00 - 5:00 PM** (Picnic) 

Upcoming Meetings 

Meeting Location: A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd SW 



Minister’s Message 

Barbara Heilman April 23, 1995 
Lydia Wroten April 23, 1995 
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April Birthdays  
Carol Ann Dzienis April 16 

Pat Rocco April 18 
Angela Ortiz April 20 

Linda Williams April 25 

April Profession  

Anniversaries  

Sisters and Brothers in Christ and Francis, 
 
Alleluia!  He is risen!  Alleluia!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
I am praying for us all to experience an exultant Easter season! 
 
In this season of resurrection, we exult in life and in death. 
 
Our dear sister in Christ and Francis, Mary Lou, will soon be experiencing the promises of 
Christ through her transition and purification.  Some of us visited Mary Lou and sang the      
Divine Mercy Chaplet as we surrounded her bed.  We also listened to prayers for a peaceful 
and holy transition, and all said: “Amen”.  Mary Lou reacted at that moment as if to join us in 
prayer.  How good and gracious is our God. 
 
Our faith and our trust in God invites us to accept the joys and sufferings of this life on earth 
and to look forward to meeting Him face to face in His Heavenly Kingdom with joyful praise. 
 
I will no longer have my “partner in crime” rushing around the kitchen with me as we prepare 
for a Gathering.  I will no longer have those spontaneous visits from my friend at the studio 
where she liked to surprise me with goodies or with work to do…  I will no longer be able to sit 
with her at the Gatherings as she refused to sit anywhere else but at “our” table.  No more 
projects or emergency cooking together for the Friars.  Mary Lou was always considerate of 
me in everything we did together.  When she needed help or needed to talk, she called me – 
when I needed her, she was there.  I will miss my true sister and friend, but I will also rejoice 
with her.  I shed tears of sadness and joy at the same time.  I love her so much!!! 
 
May we always rejoice in our Salvation and may peace remain in our hearts. 
 
I love you all, 
 
Israela 
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Come and See 
Our Sister Fraternity, Espiritu Santo Fraternity, invited us to participate in their "Come and See" during 
the afternoon of Saturday, March 7, 2026 at the Holy Family Parish Hall.  Several St. Anthony Fraternity      
professed members and candidates participated in the event.  

Secular Franciscan Order "Come and See" events are initial, low-commitment meetings for adults      
interested in learning about the Franciscan charism, featuring prayer, fraternity, and information on 
vocations. Local fraternities often host these gatherings to allow visitors to discern if they are called to 
the Secular Franciscan way of life.   

Gina Lubeck, OFS, shares her Franciscan journey 

story since her profession five years ago. 

Brother Gordon, OFM,  offers his insights with the attendees.  

Espiritu Santo Fraternity banner. 
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Formation Schedule 
All Sessions held at the San Jose Mission at 2110 Los Luceros Rd. NW. 
 

Candidacy 2 
• April 11, 2026 10am - 12pm 
 (C) FUN-Chapter 14 – Francis and Divinity- session one (handout) 
• April 25, 2026 10am - 12pm 
 (C) FUN – Chapter 14 – Francis and Divinity -session two (handout) 
• May 9, 2026 10am - 12pm 
 (C) FUN – Chapter 15 – Franciscan Theology, Tradition and Spirituality -session one (video) 
 
Candidacy 1 
• April 11, 2026 1pm - 3pm 

(FJ) Chapter 12: A Focus on Jesus 
• April 25, 2026 1pm - 3pm 

(FJ) Chapter 13: Encounters with Christ 
• May 9, 2026 1pm - 3pm 

(FJ) Chapter 14: A Rebuilding Task 
 

 

Franciscan Spirituality in Seven Steps  by Friar Joe Schwab, OFM 

Shared and discussed at the March Fraternity Gathering.  

“Franciscans view the world and God’s creative presence in a particular way. How we understand 

this and our relationship to God is at the heart of what we call Franciscan spirituality. The following 

are key themes in Franciscan theology (how we understand God) and consequently in Franciscan 

spirituality (how we relate to God). We owe this understanding to the experience of St. Francis 

first, then to his followers throughout the ages, particularly St. Clare.  

1.God is absolute love, being, and creativity. Creation is dependent upon God to exist.  

2.God has freely chosen incarnation (taking on human form) before the human choice for sin.  

3.Christmas is of primary importance to us.  

4.Christ is the perfect image of who God is for creation.  

5.Every creature is unique, gifted, and living in relationship.  

6.Nothing humans have the ability to do has the capacity to make God do something.  

7.Mercy, forgiveness and justification are God’s actions.  

You can read more on the Seven Steps on pages 16 and 17 in this online document: 

https://ofscentralnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/understanding-franciscan-theology-tradition-
and-spirituality.pdf   

Franciscan Spirituality 

https://ofscentralnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/understanding-franciscan-theology-tradition-and-spirituality.pdf
https://ofscentralnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/understanding-franciscan-theology-tradition-and-spirituality.pdf
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Reflecting on the OFS Rule  

Rule Sixteen 

Let them esteem work both as a gift and as a sharing in the creation, redemption, and service of 

the human community.  

 

Commentary (Official Commentary prepared by the USA National Spiritual Assistants' Commission.) 
 

Another concrete means of proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ is expressed in attitudes to-
ward work. Through working, the Secular Franciscans discover their workaday world as the arena of 
their salvation and at the same time exemplify the saving Christ to others. So, human labor is a bless-
ing both received and bestowed. By working, a person shares in the creative power of the Father, 
news the face of the earth along with the Son, and brings the love of the Holy Spirit to the human 
community. Such an attitude toward work can reshape one’s own and others’ values and actions re-
garding labor and management, business and economics, living wages and welfare, proper use of 
one’s own talents, and the resources of others.  

Our St. Anthony Fraternity will have a Visitation from 

the Regional Council on: June 20, 2026, beginning at 

9:00 a.m.  Make plans now to  participate!  

Registration is open for the 21st Quinquennial 

Congress (Q2026) scheduled for July 29-Aug. 2, 

2026, in Lexington, KY.    

 

https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/21st-

quinquennial-congress-q2026/ 

 

The entire Fraternity is invited and expected to 

attend the Visitation.  This is a good time for Can-

didates to attend, observe and learn more about 

the OFS structure.  The Regional Executive Council 

(REC) will meet with the entire Fraternity, then the 

Local Council will be dismissed so that the REC can 

meet with the local Fraternity.  All Fraternity 

members should be present, if possible.  Those in 

formation are welcome as observers.  

https://sfo.franciscans.org.au/rulesconst/commentary.htm
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/21st-quinquennial-congress-q2026/
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/21st-quinquennial-congress-q2026/


  

Treasurer’s Report 
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Fraternity Contacts:   

Minister   Israela Garcia 505-450-5267 director@bailabaila.com 

Vice-Minister   Nancy Singh 865-389-4353 singh_nancy@yahoo.com 

Secretary   Gerry Rohrkemper 505-873-2657 gmrsfo@aol.com 

Treasurer   Adrian Montoya 505-440-1203 atmontoya@yahoo.com 

Formation Dir. Frances Lucero 505-321-6077 franceslucero@yahoo.com 

Councilor 1   Vacant   

Councilor 2  Tommie Page 505-452-0915 pagetomasita@gmail.com 

Infirmarian   Linda Williams 951-776-7486 WLINDAE1950@aol.com 

Spiritual Assistant    

Br. Gordon Boykin  OFM 

 

505-249-5774  gboykin@friars.us 

                                                               Our Mission Statement 

   We, the fraternity of St. Anthony, inspired by the vision of St. Francis, commit  

ourselves to the Gospel as our Way of Life; “Going from Gospel to Life and Life to Gospel.” 

We believe that we are called to be renewed continually through the celebration of the  

Eucharist and go forth to rebuild the Church through our witness. 

 

   We are the Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis (The Secular Order) in the United States 

of America.  We live our vocation in Our Lady of Guadalupe Empress of the  

Americas Region.  Our Franciscan Community is the St. Anthony Fraternity located 

in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

 

St. Anthony Fraternity 

P.O. Box 6881 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87197-6881 

https://franciscansalbuquerque.sfousa.org/  
 
Find us on Facebook: Secular Franciscan Order—OFS-St. 
Anthony Fraternity, Albuquerque NM 

 

 

https://franciscansalbuquerque.sfousa.org/

