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 May Fraternity Gathering  
The May 24, 2026 Gathering opening prayer service began with a beautiful Litany of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and opening hymn, Sing of Mary. The service continued with prayer and scripture 
readings and a Litany of St. Joseph. 
 
Following the prayer service, the Fraternity transitioned to a formation discussion. Minister Israela 
Garcia shared a handout titled, “Franciscan Reflection: St. Francis and Mary, Mother of Jesus.”  
 
The Fraternity reflected on two major prayers written by St. Francis about our Blessed Mother. 

A Salutation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Hail, O Lady, Holy Queen, 

Mary, holy Mother of God, 

Who are the Virgin made Church, 

chosen by the most Holy Father in heaven 

whom He consecrated with His most holy beloved 

Son and with the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, 

in whom there was and is all fullness of grace and 

every good. 

Hail, His Palace! Hail, His Tabernacle! 

Hail, His Dwelling! Hail, His Robe! 

Hail, His Servant! Hail, His Mother! 

And, Hail all you holy virtues 

which are poured into the hearts of the faithful 

through the grace and enlightenment of the Holy 

Spirit 

that from being unbelievers you may make them 

faithful to God.  

Principal antiphon from the Office of the 

Passion 

Holy Virgin Mary,  
among the women born in the world, there is no 
one like you. 
Daughter and servant of the most high and su-
preme King and of the Father in heaven,  
Mother of our most Holy Lord Jesus Christ, 
Spouse of the Holy Spirit,  
pray for us with St. Michael the Archangel, 
all the powers of heaven and all the saints 
At the side of your most holy and beloved Son, 
our Lord and Teacher.  



 

                                                                                                                       
  
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                             
 
                                                                                                                             
 
 
 
                                                                                                                             
 

 

 

 

      

Important Dates and Reminders 
 

 

June 

• Council Meeting:  June 5 at 10:00 a.m. at A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd SW 

• Fraternity Gathering: June 28 at 2:00 p.m. at A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd  

• Our June Fraternity Meal is the annual St. Anthony Feast Day picnic. The Fraternity is 

sponsoring the main dishes and drinks. You are welcome to bring guests.  

• Fraternity Member Potluck Assignments:  

• Last Names A through H, please bring salads 

• Last Names I through Q, please bring side dishes 

• Last Names R through Z, please bring desserts 

 
Please bring any donations you can make to these ministries: 

• Donations of non-perishable food for the St. Felix Food Pantry. Please consider including pro-

tein-based canned items such as chicken, pasta with meat, peanut butter, tuna, and similar.  

• Donations for the Francis House on Zuni St. Men’s and Women’s socks and underwear are 

most in need by the guests served. Sweats and hoodies, and men’s jeans and casual pants 

(sizes 32, 34, 36) are always appreciated, too. Please pray for the  ministry of the Francis 

House, which assists vulnerable residents of Albuquerque.   
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Our Fraternity’s May 2026       
donation to the St. Felix Pantry 

was 37 pounds of food! 

For your generosity in supporting those most  
in need in our community.  

July 26 Fraternity meal will be hosted by Hospitality Group 3: 
Israela Garcia, Gina Lubeck, Frances Lucero,  Ryan McRae, Nancy Singh, Felicie Truscio, Linda 
Williams 
 
 

Council Meetings Fraternity Gatherings 

7/3/26 | 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 7/26/26 | 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

8/7/26 | 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 8/23/26 | 2:00 - 5:00 p.m.  

Upcoming Meetings 

Meeting Location: A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd SW 



Minister’s Message 

Ernestine Sedillo   June 25, 1995 
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June Birthdays  
Victor Xuereb June 10 

Elizabeth Chavez June 12 
Nancy Fishel June 12 

June Profession  

Anniversaries  

Sisters and Brothers in Francis and Christ, 

In this month of June, we have many beautiful celebrations, solemnities, and feast days in the 
Catholic Church.  This month should always remind us that our faith is nurtured abundantly by 
so many blessings that God has placed in our life journey in the Catholic Church. 

Our forefathers in Christ laid a strong foundation for our 
faith and our Church. Every religious Order has charisms 
specific to their founder, but all are united in the Catholic 
faith as the Body of Christ, along with all people in God’s 
Creation. What we celebrate as a Church should be seen as 
a continuation of the building of the Church, which God 
asked of our Father Francis. We cannot wait for someone 
else to build it. We must contribute. We must place a brick 
or stone upon the foundation – no matter how small. What 
is ours to do is to be an active part of the Church and her 
ministry with a Franciscan “twist.” Be like Francis, who 
wanted to be like Jesus. 

Not much is asked of us as Franciscans. I think Francis 
meant it to be that way: Simple… small pebbles in numbers 
can create something grand. Even small grains of sand can 
create a castle. 

At our next Gathering, we will celebrate the life of our    
Fraternity’s patron. Thank you, St. Anthony, for being our 
patron. We pray that you inspire us to continue our        
Franciscan journey in love and humility. 

 
Peace and all Good – your sister in Christ and Francis, 

Israela 
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Services for Lydia Wroten 
Our Sister Lydian Wroten, OFS, met Sister Death on June 10, 2026. Her obituary can be read here: 
https://www.noblin.com/obituary/Lydia-Wroten.  Services for Lydia will be held on Thursday, June 18, 
2026, at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, 3674 NM-47, Peralta, NM 87042. Visitation will be held at 
10:00 am, followed by a rosary at 10:30 am. Mass will be recited at 11:00 am. Lydia will then be laid to 
rest at 1:00 pm at Fairview Cemetery at 700 Yale Blvd. SE in Albuquerque, NM. Lydia and Barbara     
Heilman professed together on April 23, 1995.  

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon her. 

May she rest in peace. 

Amen  

Ongoing Formation 

From the May 15, 2026 NAFRA Formation Friday 

Communication:  

As Catholic Christians—through Baptism: 

 We are members of the community of believers. 

 We have the responsibility to listen to and implement the word of 

God. 

 We receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

 We receive the fruits of the Holy Spirit. 

 We go forth as witnesses and instruments of the Church’s mission. 

 We offer ourselves and our activities to God as a spiritual sacrifice. 

 We are invited to prophetic service. 

 We accept the word of God. 

 We are faithful in living the Gospel. 

 We bear witness to the world to God’s way of achieving peace, joy, 

love and justice. 

 We are given a place in the Kingdom of God and its mission. 

Within our personal identity as Catholic Christians, we will find the 

makings of a Secular Franciscan. 

Refer to OFS-FUN Manual-Our Identity as a Secular Franciscan  
Diane F. Menditto, OFS  
Vice Minister, National Fraternity, Secular Franciscan Order USA  

https://www.noblin.com/obituary/Lydia-Wroten
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Formation Schedule 
All sessions held at the San Jose Mission at 2110 Los Luceros Rd. NW. 
 

Candidacy 2 
June 13, 2026   10am - 12pm 
     (C) FUN-Chapter 20-Clare of Assisi - Handout 
June 27, 2026   10am - 12pm 
     St. Clare: Letters to Agnes of Padua - Handout 
July 11, 2026   10am - 12pm 
     Franciscan Saints – Handout 
 
Candidacy 1 
June 13, 2026  1pm - 3pm 
     (C) FUN-Chapter 17: Penitence and Conversion 
June 27, 2026  1pm - 3pm 
     (FJ) Chapter 16: When You Pray 
July 11, 2026  1pm - 3pm 
     (FJ) Chapter 17: The Mother of God and Our Mother plus 
     (C) FUN-chapter 19: Francis and the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

 

Excerpt from the May 22, 2026 NAFRA Formation Friday Communica-

tion:  

When we profess our Rule, we are promising to live fully the promises made for 

us at Baptism. We actually strengthen our Baptismal promises. We are meant 

to carry God’s presence by word and action everywhere. We are to live our 

lives with enthusiasm as we carry out tasks for the Lord. 

 Our identity is rooted in secularity. 

 We do not abandon our family responsibilities. 

 We strive for “perfect charity in our own secular state.” (Rule article #2). 

 The world is our home and where we serve (Rule article #16). 

Our Rule and Constitutions spell out the way the Spirit wishes us to do God’s will. They help us 

to build up God’s kingdom as we are called to do through Baptism. Read especially articles 4, 5, 

8, and 13 of the Rule.  

Refer to OFS-FUN Manual-Our Identity as a Secular Franciscan  
Diane F. Menditto, OFS  
Vice Minister, National Fraternity, Secular Franciscan Order USA  
 

Ongoing Formation 
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Reflecting on the OFS Rule  

Rule Eighteen 

Moreover they should respect all creatures, animate and inanimate, which “bear the imprint of the 
Most High”, and they should strive to move from the temptation of exploiting creation to the Fran-
ciscan concept of universal kinship.  
 

  
Commentary (Official Commentary prepared by the USA National Spiritual Assistants' Commission.) 
 

Ecology (the relationship of creatures with themselves, their environment, and their God) is a fourth 
expression of the Franciscan apostolate (#18). Francis saw all creation - the sun and moon, the 
weather and water, fire and earth, forgiving people and death itself - as symbols of the union be-
tween God and his people. Hence, all creation has a sacred quality and enjoys a oneness with people 
in the history of salvation. Following the example of Francis the Secular Franciscans express a pro-
found respect for all creation and use it for its intended God-given purpose. Furthermore, they enoble 
nature and technology and build a community conscience toward using natural resources. This minis-
try toward creation will stem the selfish tide of abuse and waste and exploitation in this world.  

Pre-Profession Retreat at the Norbertine Abbey in SW Albuquerque. 

Friday, July 17—5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday, July 18 — 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Profession Mass and Reception at the San Jose Mission Church 

Sunday, August 23 2:00 p.m. (in place of Monthly Gathering) 

Six Candidates will soon 

make their professions! 

-file:/C:/Users/listruji/Downloads/COMMENTARY%20ON%20THE%20SFO%20RULE%20OF%201978.pdf


  

Treasurer’s Report 
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Fraternity Contacts:   

Minister   Israela Garcia 505-450-5267 director@bailabaila.com 

Vice-Minister   Nancy Singh 865-389-4353 singh_nancy@yahoo.com 

Secretary   Gerry Rohrkemper 505-873-2657 gmrsfo@aol.com 

Treasurer   Adrian Montoya 505-440-1203 atmontoya@yahoo.com 

Formation Dir. Frances Lucero 505-321-6077 franceslucero@yahoo.com 

Councilor 1   Vacant   

Councilor 2  Tommie Page 505-452-0915 pagetomasita@gmail.com 

Infirmarian   Linda Williams 951-776-7486 WLINDAE1950@aol.com 

Spiritual Assistant    

Br. Gordon Boykin  OFM 

 

505-249-5774  gboykin@friars.us 

                                                               Our Mission Statement 

   We, the fraternity of St. Anthony, inspired by the vision of St. Francis, commit  

ourselves to the Gospel as our Way of Life; “Going from Gospel to Life and Life to Gospel.” 

We believe that we are called to be renewed continually through the celebration of the  

Eucharist and go forth to rebuild the Church through our witness. 

 

   We are the Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis (The Secular Order) in the United States 

of America.  We live our vocation in Our Lady of Guadalupe Empress of the  

Americas Region.  Our Franciscan Community is the St. Anthony Fraternity located 

in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

 

St. Anthony Fraternity 

P.O. Box 6881 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87197-6881 

https://franciscansalbuquerque.sfousa.org/  
 
Find us on Facebook: Secular Franciscan Order—OFS-St. 
Anthony Fraternity, Albuquerque NM 

 

 

https://franciscansalbuquerque.sfousa.org/

