St. Anthony Fraternity Newsletter
May 2026

April Fraternity Gathering
The April 26, 2026 Gathering began by praying the Liturgy of the Hours evening prayer.

The Fraternity then transitioned to discussing memories of our Sister, Mary Lou Narvaez, and
sharing information about her services. The Fraternity then discussed several updates about our
homebound brothers and sisters.

Next, Minister Israela Garcia shared a handout titled “Transitus: St. Francis Embraces Sister
Death,” written by Murray Bodo, OFM. The handout called out St. Francis’ obedience in death.

One of the brothers once asked St. Francis what kind of a death he hoped for: a
quick, unexpected death or a prolonged, painful death. And St. Francis said,
“Brother, | want whatever death God wants for me.” What faith, what love there
is in that answer!

During Francis’ transitus, he asked to be laid naked on the ground so he could die in total poverty
with nothing of his own. Just like Christ on the cross. Francis embraced his death as he embraced
his life: with love. He understood that everything is God’s gift. Even death itself. St. Francis himself
sang a mantra of hope at the end of his “Canticle of the Creatures.”
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Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister Bodily Death,
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from whom no one living can escape.
Woe to those who die in mortal sin!

Blessed are those whom death will find in Your most holy will,

for the second death shall do them no harm.

Praise and bless my Lord and give Him thanks and serve Him

humbly but grandly.

As we celebrate the Easter of St Francis during this Jubilee Year, we re-
member St. Francis’ teachings.

Everyone has a mission in life. When he was dying, he said, “I have done
my part; may the Lord teach you yours.” Everyone has a personal mission
to discover.
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« Council Meeting: May 1 at 10:00 a.m. at A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd SW

« Fraternity Gathering: May 24 **2:00 p.m.** at A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd

Our May Fraternity Meal will be hosted by Hospitality Group 2 (list below). Thank you!

o Please bring The Lessons of St Francis book by John Michael Talbot THE LESSONS

OF ST. FRANCIS
OW TO BRING

o Please bring Christian Prayer Book to the May Gathering. L CITY AND
Please bring any donations you can make to these ministries: e
o Spare change to donate to the H20 project.

o Donations of non-perishable food for the St. Felix Food Pantry. Please consider including pro-
tein-based canned items such as chicken, pasta with meat, peanut butter, tuna, and similar.

e Donations for the Francis House on Zuni St. Men’s and Women'’s socks are most in need by the

guests served. Baseball hats, sunglasses, sun creen, and underwear are always appreciated,
too. Please pray for the ministry of the Francis House, which assists vulnerable residents of
|
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For your generosity in supporting those most
in need in our community.

Albuquerque.

\
Our Fraternity’s April 2026 do-
nation to the St. Felix Pantry was
33 pounds of food!

Upcoming Meetings
Meeting Location: A Becoming Place | 1350 Lakeview Rd SW

Council Meetings Fraternity Gatherings
6/12/26 | 10:00 a.m. 6/28/26 | 2:00 - 5:00 PM (Picnic)
7/10/26 | 10:00 a.m. 7/26/26 | 2:00 - 5:00 PM

May Fraternity meal will be hosted by Hospitality Group 2:
Angela Ortiz, Reina Romero, Gerry Rohrkemper, Geri Salazar, Rex and Jeannette Schlicher,
Ann Sims

June Fraternity Picnic
Information about the Picnic meal will be sent separately by email.




Sisters and brothers in Christ and Francis,

The beautiful Easter season is coming to a conclusion for this year, but it always goes out with a
BANG with Pentecost Sunday. The fire of the Holy Spirit enkindles the fire in our hearts, stok-
ing the flames of love and praise for our Resurrected Lord. Being “Easter people”, we carry the
flame of the Holy Spirit in our hearts throughout the entire year. Pentecost reminds us of that
flame because we sometimes forget that it is there or we fail to tend the flame. Many times, it
can be reduced to a mere ember, struggling to survive — hoping that we will feed it and give it
life so that it will not be completely snuffed out.

May we fan the flame. May we embrace the flame. May we feed it what it needs through con-
stant prayer and praise. As our Seraphic Father Francis stated in his “Canticle of the Crea-
tures”:

“Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Fire, through whom You light
the night, and he is beautiful and playful and robust and strong.”

May the flame of the Holy Spirit be a light in our dark moments and may we cling to the flame
of the Holy Spirit in our weaknesses.

As Franciscans and as Catholics, let us remember and practice the Gifts of the Holy Spirit:

¢ Wisdom
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Your sister in Christ and Francis,

Israela

Way inlhdays Way Progegsion
Felis Otero-Armijo May 3 AL o o . .
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Gloria Quesada May 8
Tommie Page May 12

Rena Xuereb May 24 Yolanda Chavez  May 2, 2023
Margaret Martinez May 15, 2005
Michael O'Hearn May 22, 1983
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Our Sister Mary Lou Narvaez met Sister Death on April 21, 2026. The St. Anthony Fraternity honored
her memory with private rosaries and by attending a funeral mass on May 6, 2026 in Albuquerque at
the San Felipe de Neri parish in Albuquerque, where SAF members sang the hymn Ultima. Mary Lou
was buried in Las Cruces with family. Her obituary can be read here: https://www.legacy.com/us/
obituaries/name/mary-lou-narvaez-obituary?id=61329491. Mary Lou was professed on December 16,
2012 alongside Fraternity members Israela Garcia and Tommie Page.
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Mary Lou Narvaez

December 13, 1944 ~ April 21, 2026
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soul; He leadeth me in the
‘His name’ sake.
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Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon her.
May she rest in peace.

Our St. Anthony Fraternity will have a Visitation from
the Regional Council on: Saturday, June 20, 2026,
beginning at 9:00 a.m. Make plans now to participate!

The entire Fraternity is invited and expected to attend the Visitation. This is a good time for Candidates to
attend, observe and learn more about the OFS structure. The Regional Executive Council (REC) will meet with
the entire Fraternity, then the Local Council will be dismissed so that the REC can meet with the local Frater-
nity. All Fraternity members should be present, if possible. Those in formation are welcome as observers.
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https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/mary-lou-narvaez-obituary?id=61329491
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/mary-lou-narvaez-obituary?id=61329491

PRAYER

ALMIGHTY, ETERNAL, JUST

AND MERCIFUL GOD, GIVE US
MISERABLE ONES THE GRACE TO
DO FOR YOU ALONE WHAT WE
KNOW YOU WANT US TO DO AND
ALWAYS TO DESIRE WHAT PLEASES
YOou. INWARDLY CLEANSED,
INTERIORLY ENLIGHTENED AND
INFLAMED BY THE FIRE OF THE
HoLY SPIRIT, MAY WE BE ABLE TO
FOLLOW IN THE FOOTPRINTS OF
YOUR BELOVED SON, OUR LORD
JESus CHRIST, AND, BY YOUR
GRACE ALONE, MAY WE MAKE
OUR WAY TO You, MosT HIGH,
WHO LIVE AND RULE IN PERFECT
TRINITY AND SIMPLE UNITY, AND
ARE GLORIFIED GOD ALMIGHTY,
FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN.

Prayer in the letter of St Francis of Assisi
to the entire Order just before he died,
1225-1226

Wumalion Schedwle LT

All Sessions held at the San Jose Mission at 2110 Los Luceros Rd. NW.

Candidacy 2
e May9, 2026 10am - 12pm

(C) FUN-Chapter 15- Franciscan Theology, Tradition &amp; Spirituality session one (video)
e May 23, 2026 10am - 12pm

(C) FUN-Chapter 15- Franciscan Theology, Tradition &amp; Spirituality session two (video)
e June 13,2026 10am - 12pm

(C) FUN-Chapter 20-Clare of Assisi - Handout

Candidacy 1 (NEED INFO)
e May?9, 2026 1pm - 3pm
(FJ) Chapter 14: A Rebuilding Task
e May 23,2025 1pm - 3pm
(FJ) Chapter 15: Gospel, Conversion, Reconciliation
e June 13,2026 1pm - 3pm
(C) FUN-Chapter 17: Penitence and Conversion



Jubilee Year of St. Francis OFS-USA <
Learn more
about the {T
Plenary 20@26 lg
Indulgence 29 July - 02 August * Lexington, KY
.
Find a
pilgrimage . .
site 2Ist Quinquennial
of the Secular Franciscan Order
of the USA
Learn more
about
Saint
Francis Registration remains open for the 21st Quin-
guennial Congress (Q2026) scheduled for July
January 10, 2026 - January 10, 2027 29-Aug. 2, 2026, in Lexington, KY. Fees increase
on June 1, 2026. Registration closes on June 15,
2026.

https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/jubilee-year-

of-saint-francis/

https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/21st-

guinquennial-congress-q2026/

Relecling on the OFS Rule

Rule Seventeen

In their family they should cultivate the Franciscan spirit of peace, fidelity, and respect for life,
striving to make of it a sign of a world already renewed in Christ. By living the grace of matrimony,
husbands and wives in particular should bear witness in the world to the love of Christ for his
Church. They should joyfully accompany their children on their human and spiritual journey by
providing a simple and open Christian education and being attentive to the vocation of each child.

Commentary (Official Commentary prepared by the USA National Spiritual Assistants' Commission.)

A third apostolic expression of gospel living concerns family life. The family is the God-given basic unit

of human society and a miniature of the total world already redeemed by Christ. Hence, Franciscan-
oriented families present a renewed world of love and dignity, are an example of Christ’s love for his
Church, and reflect the light of Christ in affront to the darkness of today’s shattered families and pre-
vailing godless values. Husbands and wives, then, have a special ministry in the Church to the world.

This ministry is exercised in two ways: by leading and educating their children to experience Christ

and by witnessing to others that God is present in the family. This Christian family living is one of the
most particular expressions of the laity’s life and mission in the Church. 6


https://sfo.franciscans.org.au/rulesconst/commentary.htm
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/21st-quinquennial-congress-q2026/
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/21st-quinquennial-congress-q2026/
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/jubilee-year-of-saint-francis/
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/jubilee-year-of-saint-francis/

Treagunovs Repoll

SAINT ANTHONY FRATERNITY #101, OFS

TWO MONTH FINANCTAL STATEMENT FOR

MONTHLY NUMBER. OF DONORS

= INCOME
1 Regular Contributions:
2 Endowment Interest:

Exception Income:

3 H20 Project

4 Books & Bank Error Reversal

3 Subtotal Exception Income (Item 3+4)

6 TOTAL INCOME (Items 1+2+5)
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Transfer from Savings:

8 TOTAL DEPOSITED (Checking Acct.) (Items 6+7)

EXPENSES

RECURRING:
Spiritual Assistant Stipend
Council Administration Supplies
Infirmarian Team (Misc. Expenses)
Formation Expenses
Newsletter Admin. Supplies/Printing
Newsletter Postage
Website Fee:
Apostolate: Poor Clares (Donation)
Apostolate: Franciscan Friars (Donation)

Apostolate: Francis House Catholic Worker (Donatic

Fair Share to Regional:
Contingency Fund (Transfer to Savings)

9 Subtotal Recurring Expenses:

EXCEPTIONAL EXPENSES

2025 Inquiry Retreat Rental Casa Guadalupe

Fraternity Donation Region 75 for 30th Anniversary Banr
10 Subtoial Exception Expenses:
11 TOTAL EXPENSES (Items 9+10)

12 BEGINNING BALANCE (Checking Acct.)

ENDING BALANCE (Checking Acct.) (Items $-11+12)

CONTINGENCY FUND: (Available Savings Funds)

Beginning Balance
Transfer from Expenses
Earned Dividend

TOTAL CONTINGENCY FUND

2026 2026

March April

14 11
456.00 363.00
88.31 76.87
114.00 0.00
24.00 0.00
138.00 0.00
682.31 430 87
682.31 439 87
100.00 100.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 48.28
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
100.00 100.00
100.00 100.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
50.00 50.00
350.00 308.28
0.00 200.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 200.00
350.00 508.28
3,137.84 347015
347015 331174
547745 552862
50.00 50.00
1.17 1.14
5352862 557976

Comments

Thank you!

issued Oct 26,2025



Fraternity Contacts:

Minister Israela Garcia
Vice-Minister Nancy Singh
Secretary Gerry Rohrkemper
Treasurer Adrian Montoya
Formation Dir. Frances Lucero
Councilor1 Vacant
Councilor 2 Tommie Page
Infirmarian Linda Williams

Spiritual Assistant
Br. Gordon Boykin OFM

505-450-5267
865-389-4353
505-873-2657
505-440-1203
505-321-6077

505-452-0915
951-776-7486
505-249-5774

director@bailabaila.com
singh nancy@yahoo.com
gmrsfo@aol.com
atmontoya@yahoo.com
franceslucero@yahoo.com

pagetomasita@gmail.com
WLINDAE1950@aol.com
gboykin@friars.us

St. Anthony Fraternity
P.O. Box 6881

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87197-6881

https://franciscansalbuquerque.sfousa.org/

ﬁ Find us on Facebook: Secular Franciscan Order—OFS-St.

Anthony Fraternity, Albuquerque NM

Our Mission Statement

We, the fraternity of St. Anthony, inspired by the vision of St. Francis, commit
ourselves to the Gospel as our Way of Life; “Going from Gospel to Life and Life to Gospel.”
We believe that we are called to be renewed continually through the celebration of the
Eucharist and go forth to rebuild the Church through our witness.

in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

We are the Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis (The Secular Order) in the United States
of America. We live our vocation in Our Lady of Guadalupe Empress of the
Americas Region. Our Franciscan Community is the St. Anthony Fraternity located



https://franciscansalbuquerque.sfousa.org/

